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ſy Lord, 
MF Expe& thet thi Diſconrſ, e 
| {WW which Fbere offer to your Lord- 
| | ſhip | ſhould meet with Attls 
= madverters. ſoon a5 it peeps 

mto the World z And if it be not en- 

rontitred with rade. and Ruffian-like 
_ oppoſutions, it will fare better 1Þan 
_ Jome other Papers of mine whoſe de- 


Ki 

Ss 

gat * 
: v#f 


L bo 
p p | . 
[3 - .. % 


were as harmleſs, andinoften- 
But whatever befals theſe 
A 3 ſpeets, 


as An 
5 


| ſheets, myAſſailants_ fhall:find, that 
| FT amnoneof thoſe meqn Spirits that 
will #+ eaſily be 'HeQtor'd" imo a 
Non-plus : No, but ſince my in- 
gaping in {uch a Canſe, makes then 
angry 3 'Þ ſhall yet provoke thew 
more; for I laugh at their vain boaſt- 
ings, ard def} piſe theinfeeble walice. 
] invoke not your. Lordſbihs Patro- 
nage by this Addreſs" If Þ'be-in the 
_ right, Truth will defend it ſelf ; If 
not, t# inwainto ſollicite Patrons. 
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Fd fox. your! Name, 
| that thoſe maybluſh, who ſuſpeFthe 
- - Praftical,Philoſophy. to be an Enc- - 
| myto:Religion 3 And fiuce cuſtom 
Z bat h made: this a. Teftimony of Re- 
Fo ſpei, Ido #. alſo' todeclares that 1 
LOL EY 4H. Lord, L1H! 
. .. Tour Lordſhips moſt bumble 
-- Hononrer and, $ervan's 
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* I following Diſcourſe was 
2. ſent abroad. Incognt- 
to 5 pt; T-\ bad thoughts that it 
| +ſbould.ſo have continued 5 But my 
|  Booksſeller defi ring poor ys Impre f- 
.llonof it; hath perſwaded me to let 
$777 annext to the former Diſconr ſe; 
| bo which I was the eaſter induced, b:- 
| canſe theSubjecs, and Delizns'are 
| of kin; 1n- the other Treatiſe I 

| now, and. then refer to this, and 
| quote ſome things from it , which 
|" need not bawe been done, if I bad 
P L I heugh of putting them abroad toge- 
” er, as I id wot, when IT writ that 
£| Wo 


n Sermon 3 I td it ; ih area- 
Tor! | | ould mention, but then [ muſt 
write more than I am:diſpoſed to do 
eſent- Jt foupd better Acce- 


| Ptance ajlong Wiſe, and confi dering 
men, than I expeSted : If my Reader 
bring capacity toit;'T deſire be would 
confider it attentively too, for 


our bd not eds it. foo ed hy as a 
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'T is the perverſe opinion of 
ſty, inconfiderate. Men, 
that the fiudy of Nature is 

> prejudicial to the intereſts 
of Religion; And thoſe that are 
very zealous, and little wile,endea- 
vour to render the NaturaliSt ſul- 

| ed of holding {ecret corre- 

ndence with the Atheiſt: which 

; _ things, 


A Woes 


fie Wo the wry £7 Pb | 
ſhould be ſerit after the Books of |. 
—_— _ _ were yoted to 
 Deltruction ftolick Autho- 
rity and Zeal TT oo they 
all [laid together in a fired heap, 
and ene Drop from my Finger 
would quenchthe Flames, would 
not ler fall that Drop. But 'tisto 
be hoped there is no ſuch guilt, orf 
_ in the caſe 3 -we may ſup- 
: po e . rather, that thoſe unkind 
furmiſals concerning nathral wiſ-| 
dont, ate the E| Qs of ones | 3 
ghibrice ; yea, 1. doubt they arch | 
ſome of the celiquesof! that Barbs 
riſm, that thade Here of Gre 
and d Acbrew,and Magick of all My Y 
thematitdl endeavours. © 
. Ahd now, were this groſs col'Þ] | 
ceit about the K nowledge of Nel 1 
tur © 
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"Yhre, only the fear, and fancy of 
themeer vulgar, it were to be par- 
:doad eaſily, and lightly to be 
conlider d ; but the worſt is, the 
intetion of the weak jealouſie 
hath ſpread it ſelf among ſome of 
thoſe whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve 
Keavleage ; and there are, I doubt, 
-Givers of the InfiraSors of the 
people, who ſhould endeavour to 
| deliver them from the vain images 
| oiiancy, that foment thoſe fears 
in own. imaginations, and 
Weirs. For the ſake of ſuch, and 
| thoſe others, who are capable of 
j Conviction, I ſhall endeavour to 
_ultifie ſober Inquiſitions into Gods 
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his. Wozks are 
by LA echat would 
them, 


[ ſhall ſeak of theſe ; Fn theic 
ordes. | 


CHAP. I. 


That God is to be praiſed, and 
© particularly for his Works. (l.) 
He dire&s to his Works, for de- 
. monſtrations of his Magnificence 
Glory. ([[.) Holy men ga- 
'therinft inſtances of acknowledgment 
from 5 Creatures, when they 
would praiſe their Creator. (II ) 
"God ſanAified a day for the Ce- 
Tebration of bis Works. That 

| Gods Works are- to be ſtudied 

y thoſe that would praiſe him 
for them. That the ſtudy of 

' Nature, and Gods Works,is Ve= 
E lerviceable to Religion. 
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3 and partial 


hob Toth. The former is 


the conſtant voice of Scripture,and 
Univerſal Nature 3 He is woriby 
to be praiſed, ſaith the Kingly Pro- 
phet, 2 Sam. xxil. 4. Greatly to bs 
praens faith the ſame Royal Saint, 

Chron. xvi.25. Weare to offer 


him the ſacrifice of praiſe, Heb. 


xii. 15, And are encouraged to 
do fo, becauſe, It 7s good to ſing 
watfar | 3 and oreilſe i is comely for ho 
wpright, Plalm cxIlvii. and Plalm 
X&xxilt. To-recite all the particu- 
lar recommends and commands 
of this daty were endleſs, I only 
mention the next to my thoughts, 
and adde, 

That Nature faith the ſame, 
That praiſe is the tribute that is 
due to the Author of our beings3 
And we can offer him nothing bh 

an 


4 


£ 


projſe and devout acknowledg- 
And (II.) the other branch is as 
clear, That God is to be praiſed par- 
tiedarly for bis Works; For in 
theſe we bave very full diſcoveries 
of his P erfeFions, and his Mercies, 
the moſt proper ſubjeAs for our 
Prefer. But here I muſt be more 
age, and therefore propoſe the 
following things to be conſider'd. 
-(L) When God himſelf would 
repreſent his own Magnificence 
and Glory, he dire&s us to his 
Tres. He illuſtrates his Great- 
ns to Fob, by inſtancing che 
Yonders of his Creatures : Among 
Wom we are ſent to the Exrth, 
e-- B 4 ; and 


and "HEE to the Clouds and rain, 
to the light, and heavenly influ- 
ence, to Bebemoth,and Leviathan, 
co the Oftrich, and the Eagle ; and 
. the other furniture of Laxd, and 
Air, and Seas, inthe 4 laſt Chap- 
ters of that Book ; in all theſe are 
the marks of his: Glory, and his 
Greatneſs; and they are no leſs ſo 
of his Wiſdom, and his Goodneſs ; 
Forin wiſdom he hath made them 
all, Pal. civ. and the Earth is full 
of bis goodneſs, Plal. cxix. 54: 


S E C T. II. 
N D again (II.) when de-. 


 £ I vort and boly men would 
_ quicken their own ſouls, and thoſe 
| of others, to praiſe him, they ule 


the Tory Served; and ſend abroad | 
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to-gather* inſtances of acknow- 
Jedgment. Thus Elihu in Fob 
magnifieth his Power by the light- 
ning, and Thunder, by the S now, 
and Rain, by the whirlwind's of the 
North, and Cold of the South ; and 
calls upon his afflifted friend to 
remember to 'magnifie his Works 
that men behold; and again bids 
him ſtand ſtill, and confider the 
wondrous Works of God, Job xxxvi. 
and xxxvii. Chapters. And the 
Pſalmift upon the ſame account 
urgeth his ſoul to bleſs his Maker 
for his Majeſty, and Honour diſ- 
cloſed in the natural wonders of 
if beavens, and earth, the winds, 
and waters, the ſprings, and graſs, 
_ the Trees, ay Palm 4 
| throughout, and he gives particu- 
| far thanks again, cxxxvi. F/alm, 
| Tor the diſcoveries of the Divine 
WT. - : wiſdom, 


| by calling upon the nobleſt of ina- 
pimates to praiſe him.Pſal.cxlviii. 
Praiſe bim Sun and Moon, praiſe 
him 0 ye Stars and Light ; which 
creatures of his, though they are 
notable to fing Hallelujabs, and ſo 
vocally to rehearſe his 'praiſe, yet 
they afford glorious matter for 
grateful and triumphant ſongs, 
and by their beauty, and their order 
excite thoſe that ſiydy, and obſerve 
them, toadore, and glorific their 
Maker. And therefore the Pro- 
phet runs on further into an ag- 
Eregation of more particulars, of 
res Mountains, and Cedars, 
eaſes, and. Fouls, and creeping 
: things > all which jn the ame D-- 


&1ne 


vine Canticle are ſummon to 
proiſe him, that is, we are we Yak 
to uſe them as the matter, and occg« 
fions of holy Excharift, and thanks« 
giving. To theſe I adde, 
(1IT.) That God was pleaſed to 
ſanSifie a ſolemn day for the cele= 
bration of his Forks. He appoint= 
ed a Sabbath for reft, and coritem- 
plation to himſelf, and for praiſe 
and acknowledgment to us ; and his 
making Heawen, and Earth, the Sea, 
and all that in them is, 1s intimated 
in the Commandment, as the reaſon 
of the conſecration of that Day 3 
which was obſerved upon that ac- 
count among the Jews; and the 
devout Chriſtians of eldeſt times 
kept the ſame in memory of Gods 
Creation after the inſtitution of the 
ther Sabbath. This I take to be 


enough for the firſt Propoſition, 
Uits 
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=" That God i is to. be 
forhis Works. I deſcend to the 
ſecond, , which i bs, 


"SECT. IIE 


(lI.) "Hat his Wozks are 
-K fo be ſtudied by thoſe 

that would praiſe han foz them. 
We are commanded to ſing praiſes 
with underſtanding, Pal. x]. 7. and 
the offering he requires, is that of 
a reaſonable ſervice. His Works 

| receive but lictle glory from the 
rude wonder of the 1gnorant z and 
there is no wiſe man that values 
the applauſes of- a blind admiration. 
| No one can pive God the Glory 
of his anc} 10h that lets them 
paſs by him unobſero'd; nor can 
be render due acknowledgments to 
his word, that doth not ſearch the 


9 monure © 
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Scriptures : "Tis alike impoſlible to 
praiſethe Alniighty, as we ought, 
for his Works, while we careleſly 
regard them. Weare commanded 
to ſearch for wiſdom, as for hidden 
Treaſure. Itlies not expoſed in 
the common ways; and the chief 
: wonders of divine art, and good- 
neſs are not on the ſurfece of 
things, layed open to every careleſs 
eye. The Tribute of praiſe tha 
we owe our Maker,is not a formal, 
(light confeſſion that his warksare - 
wonderful, and glorious ; bur ſuch 
an acknowledgment as proceeds 
from deep obſervation, and ac- 
quaintance with them. And though 
our profoundeſt ſtudy, and in- 
quiries cannot unriddle all the 
myſteries 'of Nature, yet do they 
till diſcover new motives to devout 
admiration, and new objeQs for 
our 
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our loudeſt "219M Thus briefly 
of the ſecond Propoſition alſo,viz. 
| That Gods Works are to be ſtudied 

_ by thoſe that would praiſe him for 
them. Fromthbeſe ny advance 
tothe. Third, which will require 
more thoughts, and it is, 


SEC T, IV. 


We commonly believe 
E-:- glory of God is the end of 
Rb this ; we Ks "tis his, and we know 
3 _tis ours ; and the "wine glory is 
- Writupoh his Creatures 3 the more 
we ſtudy them, the better we un- 
der nd thoſe charaQers, the bet- 

_ _terwe read his Glory, and the more 


fit are We to 49% ary and pro- 
claim 


HONESTY 


ly 


chim it. Thus the knowledge of 

3od's Works promotes the end of 
Religion. 

_ Andit diſpoſeth us to zr, by 
keeping the ſoul under a continu- 
al ſenſe of God, He that conver- 
ſeth with his works, finds in all 
things the clear ſtamps »f infigite 
betignity,and wiſdom ; he perceives 
the divine art 1n all the turnings, 
and varieties of nature, and divine 
gwaeſs in that- He obſerves God 
m the cofour of every flower, in 
Every fobre of a plant, in every Lok 


« 
*% 
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| of aninſe&, in every drop of dew. 
He meets him in all things,and ſees 
allthings are his, and hach an .ad- 
vantage hereby to be inſtruged 
| bow to uſe them, as our Makers, 
Not ours, with reverence, and 
tharksgiving, with an eye to his 
glory,andan aimat his enjoyment. 
HE This 
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02p of God 


"This - 1s —— vennine tendency of 
the knowledge of nature ; if it bea- 
buſed to different, and contrary 
x a Natural wiſdom is not in 

ult, but he that turns this excel- 
lent inſtrument of Religion, upon 
it ſelf. _ Bue chat better aſe may be 
made of it ; and by ſome 7s, All 
appear by conf dering particular- 
ly how acquaintance with nature af 

fiſts RELIGION againſt its 
great wo Enemies, = are "1 
_ nt. 6 ad DU 1 [ perlti z 

_ Ent thuſi: n, and the _— 
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,CHAP. IT. 


Philoſophy ſerves Religion again 

_ Atheilmn,by hewing abs fra 
7 ul Art, and Contrivance that 

15 inthe contexture of the effets 
of Nature. - "Tis to be ſuſpeSied 
that be is an Atheiſt, that ſaith- 

\ Philoſophy tends to Atheiſm. No 
Philoſophy doth ſo much aſſi 

| ' Religion againſt Atheiſm, as the 
experimental zrd mechanick. 


SECT. I. 
Fe: the Firſt, Atheiſin, 1 


. reckon thus, the deeper inſight 
any man hath into the affairs of 
nature, the more he/diſcovers of 


the accurateneſs, and Art that is in 
: 30 + the 


re of things. For the 
works of God are not like the com- 
poſitions of fancy, or the Tricks of 
Tuglers, that will not bear the 
light of a ſtrict ſcrutiny 3 but their 
exaGineſs is honour'd by ſeverity 
of inſpeQion; and he admires moſt, 
that knows moſt 3 fince the inſides 
and remoteſt receſſes of things have 
the cleareſt ſtrokes of inimitable 
wiſdom on them, and the artifice 
15 more in the wheel-work, then in 
the caſe. For if we look upon any of 
the works of Nature through a 
magnifying glaſs that makes 9} 
diſcoveries, we find fill more beau 
ty, and more uniformity of contr'ſſ | 
vance 3 whereas if- we ſurvey the 
moſt curious piece of humane ur 
genuity by that glaſs, it will diſco- 
ver.to us numerous flaws, defor- 
mitiesand imperfeions in our mot 
© cleans 
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elegant mechanicks : Hence I ga- 
ther, Thar the ſtudy of God's works 
ſhewing us more of the riches of 
nature,opens thereby a fairer proſ-= 
pect of thoſe treaſures of wiſdom 
that are lodged within it ; and ſo 
furniſheth us with deeper fences, 
and more arguments, and clearer 
convictions of the exiftence of an 
infinitely intelligent being,that con- 
trivedit in ſo þarwonious, and afto- 
mſving an order, 
- Sothat if any are ſo brutiſh, as 
not to acknowledge him upon the 
view of the meer external frame of 
the Univerſe, they muſt yer fall 
down before the evidence, when 
Philoſophy hath opened the cabi- 
wet, and led them into the Fewel- 
bonſe, and ſhewn them the /j plendid 
and artful variety that 1s there- 
Thus though the obvious Firma- 
3 C 2 Ment, 
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ment, andthe motions of the Sar, 
and Stars, the ordinary viciflitudes 
of ſeaſons, and produttions of 
things, the wiſeble beauty of the 
great world, and the appearing va- 
riety, and fitneſs of thoſe parts that 
make up the little one, our ſelves, 
could ſcarce ſecure Galen from the 
danger of being an Atheiſt : Yet 
when he pryed further by anatoni- 
cal enquiries, and ſaw the wonder- 
ful diverſity, aptneſs, and order of 
the minuteſt ſtrings, pipes, and | 
paſſages that are in the inward fa- 
brick 3 He could not abſtain from "N 
the dewoutneſs of an anthem of 
acknowledgment. And that the 
real knowledge of nature leads us by 
the hand to the confeſſion of its 
Author, 'is taught us by the Holy 
; Pen-man, who ſaich, that che viſt- 
Li: things of the Creation declare 
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him. The plebeian and obvious 
world no doubt doth, but the Phi- 
loſophical much more. So that 
whoſoever faith, that inquiry into 
nature, and Gods works leads to a- 
ny degree of Atheiſm, gives great 
ground of ſuſpicion that himſelf 
s an Atheiſt ; or that he is that 0- 
ther thing, that the Royal Pſalmilſt 
calls him, that ſaith in his heart 
thereis no God, For either he ac- 
knowledgeth the art, and exa&- 
neſs of the works of nature ; or he 
doth not; if not , he diſparageth 
the divine Archite&, and diſables 
the chzef argument of his exiſtence: 
If he doth, and yet affirms that the 
knowledge of it leads to Athe- 
;ſm, he ſaith he knows not what, 
and in effec this, That the ſight of 
the order, and method of a regular 
and beautiful contrivance tends to 
(; 3 per- 
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perſwade that chance, and fortune 
was the Author. 


SECT. IL. 


Ue I remember I have diſ- 

cours'd of this elſewhere,and 
whatT have ſaid for Philoſophyin 
general from it's tendency to de- 
vout acknowledpments, is not ſo 
true of any as of the experimental || 
and wecbanick, For the Phyſio- | | 
logy of the modern peripatetick, | | 
{chools creates notions, and turns || « 
nature into words of ſecond inten- || | 
tion, but diſcovers little of its re! || 1 
beauty, and harmonious contri» | 4 
vance; ſo that God hath no Glory | © 
fromit ; nor men any argument of 
his wiſdom, or exiſtence. And for 
the Metaphyſical proofs, they are 
for the moſt part deep, and ice, 
| ſubzct 
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ſubzect to evaſions, and turns of 
wit, and not ſo generally perſwa- 
five, as thoſe drawn from the plain, 
and ſenſible Topicks, which the ex- 
perimental Philoſophy inlargeth; 
and illuſtrates. ” 
This then gives the grand, and 
molt convictive aſſurance of the 
being of God, and acquaintance 
with this kind of /eerningfurniſheth 
us with the beſt weapons todefend 
it. For the modern Atheiſts are 
pretenders to the mechanick, prin- 
ciples, and their pretenfions cannot 
be ſhamed, or defeated by any ſo 
well, as by thoſe who throughly #r- 
drſtand them. Theſe indeed per- 
ceive ſametimes that there is only 
nature in ſome things that are ta-_ 
kento be ſupernatural and mira- 
eulous, and the ſhallow naturaliſt 
leesno further, and therefore reſt 
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in nature; But: the deep Philoſo- 
pher ſhews the vanity, andunrea- 
ſonableneſs of taking up ſo ſort; 
anddiſcoyers infinite wiſdom at the 
end of the chain of cauſes. I ſay, 
if we know no further then occult 
Qualities, Elements, Heawenly In- 
fluences, and Forms, we ſhall never 
be able to diſprove a Mechanick, 
Atheiſt, but the more we under- 
ſtand of the Laws of matter and 
motion, the more ſhall we dilcern 
the zeceſſity of a wiſe mind to order 
_ the blind, and inſenfible matter, 
and to dire the original motions 
without the conduf of which, the 
#niverſe could have been nothing 
but a mighty Chaos, and miſhap*" 
maſs of everlaſting confuſrons, ard 
diſt orders, This of the FIRST, 
1%, That the knowledge of na- 


ture ſerves Religion againſt A 


theiſin, 
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it doth alſo, 


theiſm, a 
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CHAP. IIL 


nd that 


Philoſophy Helps Religion againſt 
Sadduciſm, i both its branch- 
esr,viz. As it denies the exiſtence 
of ſpirits z and immortality of 

| humane ſouls. None ſowell able 
to diſprove the Sadduce, as thoſe 
that underſtand the Philoſopby 
of Matter, and motion. The 

Hypotheſis of ſubſtantial Forms, 
prejudicial to the DoErine of the 
Immortality of the ſoul. 


SEC Th 
(II. Ah Sadduciim. 
E” the 


'Tis well known that 
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ed the 
of Spirits, and Immortality of ſouls; 
And the Hereſe is ſadly receivd in 
our days. 

What a Spirit is ; and whether 
there be Spirzts, or not 3 are que- 
ſtions that appertain to the diſqui- 
ſition of Philoſophy. The Holy 
Scripture, that condeſcends to the 
plain capacities of men, uſeth the 
word ſpirit commonly for the 
more ſubtile, and inwiſible bodies, 
and 'twil be difficult from thence to 
fetch a demonſtrative proof of Spi- 
tits, 1n the ftri& notion. That 
there are Angels, and Souls which 
are purer then theſe groſs bodies, 
may no doubt be concluded from 
thence ; But whether theſe are only 
a finer ſort of matter, or a different 
kind of beings, cannot, I think, be 
determin'd by any thing deliver'd 
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exiſtence 
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in the divine Oracles. 
qniry therefore belongs to Philo 
ſopby, which, from divers operati- 
ons in our own Souls concludes, 
That there is a fort of beings 
which are not mettey or body, viz. 
being ſelf-motive, penetrable, and 
indiviſible ; Attributes direQly 


contrary tothoſe of matter, which 
1s impenetrable, diviſible, and void 


of ſelf-motion. By theſe properties, 
reſpe&ively, the diftin& nature of 
ſpirit and body is known, and by 
the ſame, that there are ſpirits, in 
the ſirifeſt ſence, as well as corpo= 
ral betags. 

Now by ſtating the nature, and 
proving the exiſtence of ſpirits a 
very conſiderable ſervice is done 
to Religion: For hereby our 
Notion of 'the adorable Deity 1s 


freed from all material grolneſs, n 
which 
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which way thoſe muſt conceive 
him, that acknowledge nothing but 
body in the world, which certainly 
is a very great diſ-intereſt to his 
Glory, and ſugpeſts very unbe- fi 
coming thoughts of him. And F' 


by the due ſtating of the Notion q 
of a ſpirit, that ſilly conceit of the X 


 Sonls TraduSiion is overthrown, 
which either ariſeth from dire Þ| p, 
Sadduciſm, or a defe&t in Philoſo- || 
phy. Hereby our Immortality is un- | ., 
dermined, and dangerouſly expo- 
ſed. But due Philoſophical dil- | 
 quiſition will ſet us right in the I &, 
Theory. 
Forthe formerof the mention'd || |. 
errours, the Anthropomorphite do- | , 
Ctrines, that make God himſelf a lo 
corporeal {ubſtance,they cannot be Þ} 45 
aiſproved but by the uſe of the 
pranciples of Philoſophy ; ſince let | 
| us 
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us bring what Arguments we car 
from the Scriptures, which ſpeak 
of the Perfeion, Infinity, Immen= 
ſity, Wiſdom, and other Attributes 
of God, all theſe no doubt will be 
granted ; but the Quzry will be 
whether all may not belong to a 
material Being 3 a queſtion which 
Philoſophy re(ol ves; and there 15s 
no other way to ſearch deep into- 
this matter,but by it's aids. 

So likewiſe as to the TraduStion 
of the Soul; The Arguments from 
Scripture againſt 1t are very gene- 
ral; yea many expreſlions there, 
(cemart firſt ſight to look that way. 
| And therefore this other help, Phi- 
loſophy, muſt be uſed here allo; 
and by the diſtin repreſentation 
Which it gives of the nature of 

ſpirit, and matter, and of the opera- 


tons that appertain to cach, this er- 
; rour 
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rour is effeQually confuted; which 
it cannot be by any other courſe 
of procedure. 

This Philoſophy befriends us 
againſt Sedduciſm in the fiſt 
branch of it, as it explodes the be- 
zo of Spirits. 


SECT. II. 


T HE other is, the denyal of 
the Immortality of our Soul, 
Theeſtabliſhment of this likewile, 
the Students of Philoſophy and 
Gods Works in all Ages have at- 
tempted, and they have prov'dit 
by © the Philoſophical conſiderati- 
ons of the nature of ſenſe ; the 
quicknels of imagination; the ſpiri 
txality of the anderſtanding;the fre- 
dom of the will, from theſe they in- | 
fer, that the Soul 1s Baron 
from. 


. - Foe b- pant tt , ” 4 _ Carat EP CEE IE _ on, aa "Y at _ : " 
- IEP ETIPY «1 th be et A wy TT. A tacer 7 : 7 " 
. to a Cn a CES {IS : Rs - N : FE R 3 
mA n GENT Irs ks > k : . bc 7] 
bo 6" 2% RES FS p 
£33 RES; 8 
Es” is Ps 4 - Fi. 
- td wh ts = 
LS bo E. 


from thence, that it-is inemortal ; 
which Arguments are ſome of the 
moſt demonſtrative and cogent that 
the meer reaſons of men can uſe ; 
but catſnot be manag'd,nor under- 
ſtood but by thoſe, that are in- 
ſtruted in Philoſophy, and Na- 
IP CEE FD 

1 confeſs there are other demon- 
ſtrations of our Immortality,for the 
plain underſtandings that cannot 
reach thoſe heights. The Scripture 
gives clear evidence, and that of 
the reſurre&jon of the holy Teſus, 
Is palpable ; But yet the Phzloſophi- 
cal proofs are of great »ſe, and 
ſerve for the conviction of the In- 
fdel, with whom the other induce- 
ments are nothing 3 and the deeper 
knowledge of things is neceſlary 
todefend this great Article of Re- 
| ligion againſt theſe, ſince they al- 

we” ledge 


BE | Tye Glozy of God 


ledge a ſort of reaſon toprove the 
foul to be mortal, that cannot be 
confuted but by a reaſon inſtrud- 
ed in the Obſervations of nature. 
For the modern Sadduce pretends 
that all things we do,are performed 
by meer matter, and motion, and 
conſequently that there is no ſuch 
thing as an immaterial being : and 
therefore that when our bodzes are 
diſſoly'd, the man is loſt, and our 
Souls are nothing; which diſmal 
concluſion is true, and certain, if 
there be nothing in us but matter, 
and the reſults of motion; and thole 
that converſe but little with nature, 
underſtand little what may be done 
by theſe; and ſo cannot be 1o 
well aſfured: that the elewations, 
mixtures, and combinations of them 
"Cannot be ar laſt improv'd ſo far, 
as to make a ſenſuble, reaſoning Þc- 
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ing3nor are they well able to diſ- 

prove one, that affirms chat they 
nally are ſo : whereas be that 
hath much inquired into the works 
of God, and nature, gains a clear 
fight of what matter can perform, 
and gets more, and fironger Argu- 
ments to convince him, that it's 
modifications, and changes cannot 
amount to perception and ſenſe 3 
fince in all it's varieties, and high- 
eſt exaltations he finds no ſpecimens 
of ſuch powers. 

And though, I confeſs, that all 
Mechanick inquirers make not this 
ule of their inquifitions and diſco- 
veries ; yet that is not the fault of 
the method, but of the men; and 
thoſe that have gone ta the great: 
lt height in that way, have rece- 
ded furtheſt from the Sadducear 
Principles. Among ſuch, I ſup- 
| ID pole, 
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l owed to reckon 
the noble Renatus Des-Cartes; 
And his Metaphyſicks and notions 
of Immaterial beings, are removed 
at the greateſt diſtance from all 
Corporesl affeQions 3 which Imen- 
tion not to {ignifie my adberenceto 
thoſe Principles; but for an 
ſtance, to ſhew, how that deep 
converſe with matter, and know- 
ledge of its 9perations,removes the 
mind far off from the belicf of 
thoſe high effe&s which ſome a- 
ſcribe to Corporeal motions 3 and 
from all ſuppoſitions of the Soul 
being bodily, and material. 


SECT 


SECT. II. 


Hus Philoſophy is an excel- 
'R lent Antidote apainſt Sad- 
dxciſm, in both the main branches 
of it. Butthen I muſt confeſs al-_ 
fo, that the Philoſophy of the late 
Peripatetick Writers doth rather 
comribute aſſiftanceto it, then over- 
|| brow this dangerous Infidelity, 1 
mean in what ic teacheth concern- 
Ing ſubſtantial Fornes, which [ fear 
tends tothe diſ-abling all Philoſo- 
phical evidence of the Immortality 

of our Souls. For theſe Peripate- | 
ticks make their Forms, a kind of 
medium between Body, and Spirit 3 
Beings, that depend upon matter, 
areeduced from it, and periſh when 
they ceaſe to informit; Þut yet 
affirm, thar they are not material 
D 2 an 
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in their conſtitution and Eſcence. 
Such Forms thoſe Philoſophers af- 
ſignto all bodies, and teach, that 
the nobleft ſort of them are ſen- 
_ fitive, and perceptive, which are 
the Souls of Brutes, 

Tf this be ſo, that Beings which 
are not ſpirits, but corruptible de- 
pendants upon matter, may be en- 
dowed with animadwerſion, and 
ſence; what Arguments then have 
we to ſhew,that they may not have 
Reaſon alſo, which is but an im- 
| provement, and kigher degree of 
ſample perception? 'Tis as hardto 
be apprehended how any of the 
reſulis of matter, ſhould percetves 
as how they ſhould joyn their per- 
ceptzons 1nto reaſonirgs , and the 
{lame Propoſitions that prove the 
po{libility of ove, prove both; {0 
thit choſe who affirm that beaſts - 

0, 
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reaſonable, ſpeak 
very conſonantly to thoſe Prin-- 
ciples. 
If then, ſuch materiel, corrupti- 
ble Forms as the Peripateticks de- 
ſcribe, are ſufficient for all the aQti- 
ons and perceptions of beafts, [ 
know not which way to goabour 
to demonſtrate that a moreelevated 
ſort of them may not ſuffice for the 
reeſonings of men. To urge the 
Topicks of proof I mention'd, 
irom Notions, Compoſitions, Dedu- 
ons, and the like, which are al- 
edged to prove our Souls Imma- 
terial; I ſay to plead theſe, will lig- 
nite nothing, bur this, That þu- 
Mane Souls are no portions of mat- 
ter, nor corporeal in their make,and 
formal Eſſence ; But how will they 
Vince, that they are not educed 


from It, depend not on matter, and 
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ſhall not periſh m the ruines of 
their bodzes. Certainly all thoſe Ar. 
guments that are brought for our 
Immortality, are in this way perfed- 
| Iydifabled: For all that we can 
ſay, will prove but ths, That the 
Soul is no body, or part of matter; 
but this will amount to no evi- 
dence, if there are a middle kind of 
| Effences,that are not corporeal,and 
yet mortal. 

So that when I ſay, that Phil 
Jophy ſerves Religion againſt Sad- 
duciſm, | would not be underſtood 
to mean the Peripatetick Hypothe- 
ſeis; butthat Philoſophy which i 
grounded upon acquaintance wit! 
real Nature. This, by leaving this 
whole unintelligible ſore of b<1ngs 
out of its accounts, (a5 things for 
which there 18 No (hadow of 


ground from Reaſon, or Natur, 
| but 
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but plentiful evidence of their 
non-exiſtence from both) diſap- 
points the Saddnce of the advan- 
tage he hath from this needleſs, 
and precarious principle. And by 
dividing all ſubſtances into body 
and ſpirit, without the admiſſion 
of middle natures, the Real Philo- 
ſophy gives demonſtrative force 
to thoſe Argaments for our I»7- 
mortality, that prove our ſoulsare 


not bodys ; and ſo Sadduciſm is 


ruined by it. 

Theſe things I have thought fit 
to advertiſe, not out of deſign 
to carp at any 'particular way of 
Philoſophy, but for the ſecurity 
of my diſcourſe. And though [ 
have made a little bold with the 
Peripateticks here, yet the great 

name of Ariſtotle, to which they 
pretend, 1s not concerned ; for l 
Du am 
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am convinc'd that he taught no 
ſuch doGrine of ſubſtantial Forms 
as his later SeQators, and Interpre 
ters have put upon him; whoin- 
deed bave depraved, and corrupt: 
ed his ſenſe, almoſt in the whole 
body of his Principles ; and have 
preſented the world with their 
, own favcies, inſtead of the genn- 
ze docines of that Philoſopher. 
Eut I proceed. 
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CHAP. Iv. = 
Philoſophy aſſiſts Religion againſt 

Superſtition, both as it expreſ- 

ſai ſelf in fond over- value of 
things in which there is no good 
«nd panick fear of thoſe, in 
which there is no hurt. It in». 
largeth the mind, and ſo cures 
Superſtition by bett'ring the in- 
telleQual Craſis, It removes the 
cauſleſs fears of ſome extraordi- 
nary effes in nature, or acci- 
dent. 1t is an Antidote againſt 
the Superſtition of vain Prodi- 
gies. It's Antipathy to Superſti- 
tion, onecauſe of the charge of 
Atheiſm againſt it. 


A... 


 SECGCH L 
(1M) "IN HE Real Philoſophy, 
{|  thatinquires into Gods 
Works, 
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That Swperſtition conſiſts,either 
in beſftowing Religious valuation 
on things,in which there is 0 good; 
or fearing thoſe, in which theres 
no burt. So that this. Folly ex- 
prefleth it ſelf one while in doting 
upon opinions, as Fundamentals of 
Faith ;. and Idolizing the little 
models of fancy, for divine inſtitu- 
tions. And then it runs away a- 
fraid of harmleſs, indifferent ap- 
pointments, and looks pale upon 
the appearance of any #nuſual ct- 
feRt of nature. It tells ominous [to- 
ries of every meteor of the night 3 
and makes ſad interpretations of 
eachunronted accident. All which 
arethe produds of ionorance,and 3 

narrow 


narrow mind, which defeat the de- 
ſgnof Religion that would make 
usof a free, manly, and generous | 
ſpirit; and indeed repreſent Chri- 
ſtianity as if it were a fond, ſneak- 
ing, weak, peeviſh thing, that emaſ- 
calates mens underſtandings,makes 
them 41orous of toys, & keeps them 
under the ſervility of childiſh fears; 
ſo that hereby it is expoſed to the 
diſtruſt of larger minds, and to the 
ſcorn of Atheiſts; Theſeand many 
'more are the miſchiefs of Superſti» 
tion, as we have (adly ſeen. 

Now againſt this evil Spirit, 
and.its Influences, the Real, experti- 
mental Philoſophy is one of the 
beſt ſecurities in the world. * For 
by a generous, and open inquiry 
the great Field of nature, mens: 
minds are enlarged, and taken off 


from all fond adherences ro their 
private. 
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private ſentiments. They ate 
raught by it, that certazmty is not in 
many things ; and that the moſt 
valuable knowledge is the pratii- 
cal; By which means they will 
find themſelves diſpoſed to more 
indifferency towards thoſe petty no- 

tions 1n which they were before 

apt to place a great dea[ of Reli- 

gion; and foto reckon, that that 

which will ſignifie lies in the few, 

certain, operative principles of the 

Golpel; and alifeſuitabletoſuch Þ| : 
a Faith; notin doting upon queſti- 
ons, and ſpeculations that engender 
firife; and thus the Modern, cx- 
perimental Philoſophy of Gods 
Works, is a remedy againſt the #- 
tional ſuperſtition (as I may call it) 
which hath been, and is ſo fatal to 


Religion, and the peace of man- 
kind. 


Bee 
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Befides which, by making the 
mind great, 'this knowledge deli- 
' vers it from fondneſs on ſmall cir- 
cumſtances, and imaginary models ; 
and from little ſcrupuloſities about 
things indifferent, which uſually 
diſquiet in narrow and contracted 
minds. And have known divers, 
whom Philoſophy,and notdilputes, 
hath cured of this malady. And 
Indeed that remedy is the beſt, and 
moſt effeQual,that alters the Craſes 
and diſpoſition of the mind ; For 
tis ſuteableneſs to that, which 
| makes the way to mens judgments, 
and ſetles them in their perſwaſi- 
Ons. There are few that hold 
their opinions by Arguments, and 
dry reaſonings, but by congruity 
tothe underſtanding, and conle- 
quently by reliſh in the aflcCtions : 


{0 that leldom any thing cures Our 
| its 
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intelleinal di hroughly, but 
what changes theſe. This I dare 
affirm, that the Free, experimental 
 Philoſopby will do to purpoſe, by 
_ giving the mind another tinGure, 
and introducing a ſounder habit, 
which by degrees will at laſt abſo- 
lutely repel all the little maligni- 
ties, and ſetle it in a ſtrong and 
manly temperament, that will ma- 
Ker, and caſt out idle dotages, and 
effeminate Fears. 

The Truth is, This world 1s a 
very Bedlam, and he that would 
cure Madinen, muſt not attemptit | 
by reaſoning,or indeavour to ſhev ff | 
the abſardity of their conceits ; but Þ| | 
{uch a courſe muſt be taken, » |} | 
may reſtore the mind to a ri! 
Crafts, and that when 'tis effetted, 
will reduce, and reQifie the extr:- 
 wapances of the diſtemper'd 

brain, 
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worſe,  Thusfor inftance, when 
frantick perſons are fond of Fea- 
thers, and mightily taken with the 
employment of picking Straws, 
'twould ſtgnifie very litele, to re- 
preſent to them the vanity of rhe 
objeAs of their delights;and when 
the Melencholido was afraid to fit 
down for fear of being broken, 
{uppoſing himſelf made of Glaſs, 
it had been to lictle purpoſe to. 
tave declared to him the ridic«- 
louſneſs of his fears ; the diſpoſetion 

| of the head was to be alter'd, be- 
fore the particular phrenſie could 

| becured. 

\ Tis too evident how ju$t this 
8 in the application to the pre- 
ſent Age; Superſtitions fondnels, 

| 2ndfears are areal degree of mads 
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eſs. And though I cannot (; 
t. Philoſophy muſt be the only 
Catbolick way of cure (for of this, 
the fargreateſt part of men isabſo- i 
Intely incapable) yer thzs I do, that 
'tisa remedy for thoſe that arc 
ſtrong enough to take it : And the i 
reſt muſt be helped by that, which 
changeth the genius, which cannot 
ordinarily be done by any thing 
that oppoſeth the particular fancy. 


SECT. IL. 


Owever I muſt ſay, that the 

_ | fortof Superſtition which is 
yet behind in my account,and con- 
liſts in the cauſleſs fear of ſome ex: 
traordinaries, in accident, or naturt, 
15 dicely. cured by that Philos: 
phy which gives fair /tkely-hoods of 
their cauſes; and-clearlyſhews " 
LP chere 
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ere is nothing in them ſupernatu- 
ral; the light of the day drives a- 
- way the Mormo's, and vain images 
| that fancy forms in obſcure ſhades, 
and darkneſs. Thus particularly 
the modern doQrine of Comets, 
f which have been always great bugs 
| torhe ghilty, and timorous world, 
hath reſcued Philoſophers from 
the trouble of dreadful preſages, 
and the miſchievous conſequences 
that ariſe from thoſe ſuperSitti- 
os abodings, For whateyer the 
caſual coincidencies may be be- 
tween thoſe Phenomena, and the 
irefi #l events, that are ſometimes 
obſerved cloſely to attend them 
(which, as my Lord Bacon truly 
J 2otes, are obſery'd when they hit, 

Tn when they miſs) 1 lay, not- 
withſtanding theſe, the real, expc= 
 Uimental Philoſophy makes 1t ap- 
gt E pears 
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pear, that they are heavenly Bodies, 
far above all the regions of 0«- 
pours, 1n- which we are not con- 
cerned ; and fo they are neither 
the fegns, nor the cauſes of our 
miſchief. 
For the other little things which 
afford matter for the Tales about 
Prodigies, and other ominous ap- 
pearings, the knowledge of nature, 
by exciting worthy, & magnificent 
conceptions of the God of Nature; 
cures that blaſphemous abuſe of the 
adorable majeſty, whereby fooliſh 
men attribute every trivial eveNt 
_ thar may ſerve their turns agaivſi 
thoſe they hate, to his immediat!, 
extraordinary interpoſal. For ti 
tgnorance. of God and his work! 
. thar diſpoſeth men to abſurd, rid: 
culous ſurmiſes, uncharitable 7 
ſures, ſeditious muchinetions ; : 
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 pineſs, and the love of our ſelves. 
tomnctTadde, _ 
+, That this kind of Superſtition 
.is a relique of Pagan ignorance, 
' which made men look on Thunder, 
 Eclipſes, Earthquakes, and all the 
more terrifying Phenomena of na- 
'rure, as the immediate effe&s of 
| Powers ſapernatural.; and to judge 
'&ents by flights of birds, and gar- 
 bages of cattel, by the accidental 
occurſjons of this creature, and 4- 
nother, and almoſt every caſ#al oc- 
currence. But theſe particulars 
| laye been moſt ingeniouſly repre- 
ſented; and reprovedin alate very. 
elepant diſcourſe about Protligies 3 
Fi F 2 And 
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And 


thing a Prodigy. And with ſuch 
apprehenſions as theſe the know- 
ledge of nature fills the mind that is 
inſtrufted in it. 
Andthere is no doubt but that 
the Antipathy the Real Philoſophy 
hath to all -the kinds of Syperſtiti- 
on, 15 one cauſe why zealous 1gno- 
rance brands thoſe reſearches wich 
the mark of Atheiſm, For Super- 
ſtrious folly adopts thoſe paultry 
trifles, which Philoſophy con- 
temns and reproves, into the Fa- 
mily of Religion,and therefore ſtig- 
” ; ma- 
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| matizeth thoſe that 


it fared with ſome of che braveſt 
ſpirits of antient times, who have 
had the black charaSier fixt upon 
their great and worthy names on- 
ly for their oppoſitions/ of the 
fooliſh Rites and Idolatries of the 
vulgar Heathen. Weknow the 
caſeof Soerates. And as to the in- 
tereſt of their nanes,that of Anaxa- 
goras, Theodorus, Protagoras, and 
Epicurus, was much worſe; the 
cauſſeſs infamy coming down the 
ſtream as far as the laſt Ages. Since 
then, we know who was an Here- 
tick for ſaying there were Antipo- 
aes ; and a Pope was taken for a 
Conjurer for being a Mathematici- 
an; yeathoſe noble Sciences were 
counted diabolical; and even the 
ſacred language could ſcarce ec- 
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ſcape the ſuſpicion. In later time; 
Galileo fell into the Inquiſition 
for the diſcoveries of hisTeleſcopes; 
and' Campanells could not en: 
deayour to aflert, and vindicate 
the Freedom of his mind, without 
loſing that of his external perſon. 
I mighe come nearer to our days, 
and knowledge : Gothick barba- 
rity, and the ſpirit of the Inquiſttion 
15 not quite worn out of the Refor- 
mation 3 Though the beſt on't is, 
it ordinarily remains but among 
the ſcum, and dregs of men : And 
no one 1s ezther leſs Religious, or 
leis wiſe for being accounted an 
Atbeift bythe Rabble. But wherc 
ever the knowledge of Nature, and 
Gods works hath in any degree ob: 
raind, thoſe vile Superſtitions have 
been deſpiſed, and put to an infs- 
mous flight. But to take another 
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CHAP. V. 


Philoſophy ſerves Religion againſt 


Enthuſlaſm. Enthuſiaſm burts 
Religion two ways. (I.) By 
crying up diſeaſes and excelſles 
of fancy, for heights of Godli- 
_ nels. (lI.) By the diſparage- 

ment of. Reaſon. Philoſopby 
diſcovers that there is nothing 
but nature, in the high pretenſi- 
ons of the Entbuſiaft. The mil- 
chiefs of decrying Reaſon, Phi- 
lolophy remowes the faucy of it's 
enmity to Religion : It improves 
Reaſon, and fits it for the ſer- 
vice of Religion. Religion hath 
received many ſervices from Phi- 
lolophical Writers; who have 
labour'd to prove it's Truth and 
.. certainty. Philoſophy aſſiſts Rea- 
BE ſan to defend Religion. Sea. 


SECT. I. 


 (IW:) HE Real Philoſep by, 
* and knowledge of Gods 
works, lerves Religion againſt 
Enthulialm, another of its dead- 
Iy enemies.” Now Enthuſtaſm isa 
falſe conceit of inſpiration ; andall 
| the bold and miſtaken pretenfions 
to the Spirit in our days,are of this 
fort. What particular)y Religion 
hath ſuffer'd from it, would be too 
long to deſcribe upon this occali- 
on; It will be eno:#h to ſay, in 
an Age that hath ſo much and ſuch 
fad experience of 1 it, that Enthu- 
fe aſm, > | 
(1. By crying up the exceſſes, 
and df eaſes of Imagination tor the 
greateſt height of godlineſs. 
2 And (IL) By "the diſparage- 
* ment 
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ment of ſober Reaſon, as an enemy 
to the Principles of Faith ; Tay, 
by theſe two ways it hath intro- 
duc'd a Religion that is Phantaſti- 
cal, and made way for all imagina- 
ble follies, and even Atheiſm it 
ſelf. 
For the firſt of theſe in order 3 
The real knowledge of Nature de- 
teas the dangerous impoſture, by 
ſhewing, what ſtrange things may 
be effeQed by no diviner a cauſe, 
then a ſtrong fancy impregnated by 
Heated Melancholy ; For this ſome- _ 
times warms the brain ro a degree 
that makes it very ative, and ima- 
| Linative, full of odde thoughts,and 
nmexpeed ſuggeſtions ; ſo that if 
the Temper determine the imagy- 
nation to Religion, it flies at high 
things, at interpretations of dark, 
and. Prophetick, Scriptures 3 at pre- 
WF. diEtions 
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. dictions of future events, and my- 
fteriops diſcoveries, which the man 
expreſleth fluently, and boldly, 
with a peculiar and pathetick elo- 
quence; And now theſe preg- 
_ nances being not ordinary, but 
much beyond the uſual cone, and 
temper of the Enthuſiaft ; and he 
having heard great things of the 
ſpirits immediate motions and ins 
pirations, cannot well fail of be- 
lieving himſelf inſpired, and of in- 
titling all the excurſions of his 
fancy to the immediate aGings of 
the Holy Ghoft : which thoughts 
by the help of natural pride, and 
[If-love, will work allo excced- 
ingly upon. the heightned affe&- 
ons, and they upon the body 1o far, 
as-to Call it _— into raþ- 


” 


 kures, extaſies,, and deliquinns of 
(caſe, in which every dream is ti 
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ken for a Prophecy, every image of 
the fancy for a wiſion, and all the 
glarings of the imagination, for 
gw Lights, and Revelations. 
Thus have our Modern Pro- 
phets been inſpired, who yet are 
not to be reckon'd Hypocritical 
Impoſtors, far they infinitely be- 
lieve themſelves, and the ftrength 
of their highly invigorated fan- 
cies ſhuts out the ber light of 
Reaſon that ſhould diſ-abule 
them, as ſleep doth that of our ex- 
ternal ſenſes in our dreams. And E 
which is worſe, the filly people 
that underſtand not »ature, but are 
apt to take every thing that 15 
 vehement to be ſacred, are eaſily 
deceived into the belief of thole 
pretenſions 3. and thus diſeaſes bave 
been worſhip'd for Religion. This 
account the Phzloſophy of 3 
Na- 
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Nature gives of that by which the 
world bath been fo ſadly couz- 
ned, as hath been largely repre- 
ſented by a modern Philoſophical 
Divine. 

And when we caſt our eyes a- 
broad into the wide world, we ſee, 
that thoſe glorious things are no 
more, then what hath been done 
by the Exſftatick Prieſts of the 
Heathen Oracles, and the Madmen 
of all Religions ; by Sybils, Luna- 
ticks, Poets, Dreamers, and Abrep- 
titions perſons of all ſorts: And 
we ſce daily to what degrecs of 
elevation exceſs of drinking will 
heighten the brain, making ſome 
witty, nimble, and eloquent, much 
beyond the, ordinary ſize of their 
parts, and ingenuity 3 and inclin- 
Ing others to be hugely dewort, 
who ufaally have no great jen? 
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of Religion ; As I knew one, 
who would pray rapturonſly when 
he was drunk, but at other times 
was a moping ſott,and could icarce 
ſpeak ſenſe. 

Thus alſo ſome kinds of mad- 
neſs, diſeaſes, accidents, peculiart- 
ties of temper, and other natural 
things that beat the brain, fill men 
with high, ſurpriſing conceits a- 
bout Religion, and furniſh them 
with fervid devotion, great read:- 
reſs of expreſſion, and unexpected 
ePplicetions of Scripture to their 
craſie conceitsz I ſay, the expert- 
mental Philoſophy of our natares 
nforms us, that all this is common 
10 alienations, and ſingularities of 
mind, and complexion. And they 
were remarkable in the Propbets 
of the Heather, and the Prieſt 
whom Saint Aufin knew, that 

would 


wonld whine himſelf into an exta- 


the American Biſhop, that ſaid he 
was the Holy Gboſt, 4nd the Cants 
ing fluency of the German Emhuſi- 
aſts, ſome of whoſe imaginations 
weteas wild, and extravagant ; of 
ſuch Inſtances I might make up a 
much Jarger CataJopue, if I ſhould 
deſcend to our Domeſtick L una- 
"ticks, but their temper is well 
known, and therefore I only adde 
this more ; 


poor Woman in Warwick-ſbire, 
whoſe habitual conceit ir was, that 
ſhe was Mother of God, and of all 
things living ; I was wont to per- 
ſonate a kind of complyance with 


her fancy, and a modeſt deſire to 


'be* further informed about i 
which' gentleneſs drew from be" 


+> - 
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fre; In the wonderful difcourſes of 


That I have often met witha 
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ſomany odde ferches of diſcourſe, 
ſuch applications of Scripeure,and 
ſach wonderful references to 
things, in which ſhe was never 1n- 
ſtruſted, that look d like {craps ta- 
ken ont of Hobbs, and Epicurns ; 
that T have been much'amazed ar 
her talk : And yer when diverted 
her to any thing elſe of ordinary 
matters, ſhe ſpoke uſually with as 
much ſobriety and cold diſcreti- 
on, as could well be expeCted 
from a perſon of her condition'; 
nor did ſhe uſe to be extravagant 


nany thing, bur about char parti- 


cular imagination ; whith inſtance 
anong many others I might pro- 
Quce, very much confirms me in 
the truth of that obſervation of 
thoſe Philoſophers who have git- 
ven us the beſt light into the Ez- 


thuſtaſtich, ecmper, UVIR. That there 
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is 4 fort of madueſs, which takes 
men in ſome particular things, when 
they are ſound in others; which one 
Propoſition will aftord a good ac- 
count of many of the Phenomena 
of Enthuſiaſm ; and ſhews thatthe ſ 
extravagants among us may bere- || ! 
ally diſiraGed in the affairs of Re- Þf " 
ligion, though their brains are un- Y © 
touch'cin other matters. no 

Thus a Philoſophical uſe of ob-, }} ?! 
ſervation, and the knowledge of |} 
bumane nature by it, helps us to di- || *: 
ſtinguiſh berwcen the effe&s of the. 
adorable Spirit, and thoſe of an 
hot, diſtemper'd fancy; whichisno_ 
{mall advantage for the ſecuring 


bas. my =. 25 2) © ay an 


the purity, bonour, and all the inte- 
teſts of Religion, 
$EGT 


A. 


SECT. IL. 


| JI UT (IL) there 15 another 
LJ miſchief of the Enthuſiaftich, 
ſpirit behind, and that is it's bring- 
Ing Reaſon into dilgrace, and de- 
nying the «ſe thereof in the aftairs 
| of Faith and Religion: This. is a 
miſchief that is the fad cauſe of 
infinite yrore 3 for it hath brought 
Into the world all kinds of Phas- 
taſtry and folly, and expoſed Reli- 
gion to contempt and derifion, by 
making madneſs, and diſeaſes ſa- 
cred : It bewilders mens minds in 
a maze of confuſed imaginations, 
and leadsthem into bogs and pre- 
cipices 5. and deprives them of 
their light, and their Guide, and 
lays them open to all the Deluſi- 
ons of Satan, and their own diltem- 
F perd 
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e Glozy of God 
per d brains : It takes Religion off 
from it's foundations, and leaves 
the intereſt of eternity in mens 
Souls, to chance, and the hits of 
1magination teaching thoſe that 
are deladed to lay the ſtreſs of all 
uponreptures, beats, and mySteri- 
0u5 notions, whi'e chey forget, and 
{corn the plain Chriſtianity which 
1s an z7tation of Chriſt in Charity, 
Humility, Fuftice, and Purity; in 
che exercile of all vertue, and 
command of our ſelves: Ir ren- 
ders men obnoxious to all the 
Temptations of Atheiſn,, and the 
blackeſt Infidelity ; and makes it 
mpollible to convince an Infidel, 
to'ſetle one thar doubts, or to re- 
cover one that is backſliden from 
the Faith. Theſe evils | am here 
content to name only, having re- 
preſented them more fully in ano- -|þ 
36. uf ther 
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ther diſcourſe ;' and the experience 
of our own Age may convince usz 
with a lictle conſideration upon 
it; Thar all thoſe fatal miſchiefs 
have been the effeAs of the con- 
tempt, and diſparagement of 
Reaſon. 
But yet though affirm bis, I 
am not ſo raſh, or ſo unjuſt as to 
believe, or ſay, that this ſpirit 
bath produced all thoſe ſad things 
In every one that ſpeaks hotly, and 
inconſuderately againſt Reaſon : { 
| am far from the wildneſs of ſuch 
a cenſure, becauſe I know how 
much imprudent zeal, cuſtomary 
talk, high pretenſtons, and ſuperſti- 
| trons fears, may work even upon 
 boneſt minds, who many times hold 
bad things in the principle, which 
they deny in the prafice, and ſo 
are wpright in their wills, while 
SEG. F 2 they 
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and Religion ; while in this, they 


they are h confuſed, and 
miſtaken in their underſtandings. 
This I account to be the caſe of 
multitudes of pious people in re- 
ference to Reaſon, They have 
heard hot-headed indiſcreet men 
declaim againſt it, and many of 
them, whoſe opinions will not bear 
the light, have an intereſt to do 
ſo; their pretenſions were plauſi- 
ble, and their zeal great ; their 
talk loud, and theic affirmations 
bold, and the honeſt well-mean- 
ing folks are caught in their atic- 
ations; and theſe lead bad princi- 
ples into their minds, which arc 
neither diſpoſed, nor able ro exa- 
mine: So they believe and talk 
altercheir Teachers; and ſay, that 


| Reaſon is a low, dull thing, ignorant 


of the ſpirit, and an enemy to Faitb 


have 


ard RL 


nations, and upon occaſions they 
run out at the tongues end, though 
they are not always improved to 
deadly praftices. For Charity, 
- and Cantion I have ſaid this; bur 
yet nothing hinders but that all 
the forecited evils are juſtly ſaid to 
be the Tendencies, and in too ma- 
ny Inſtances have been, and are, 
the Iſſues of this Spirit. 
And now I doubt not but 'twill 
be granted readily by all chat are . 
confiderate, that whatever aſliſts 
Religion againſt this deffruGive 
enemy, doth it moſt important ſer- 
- vice; and this the Free and Real 
Philoſophy doth in a degree very 
eminent. 
F 3 In 
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Inorder to the proof of this 
we may conſider what I intimated 
_ juſt now,visz. That men are led in- 
_ ro, and kept in this fancy of the 
enmity of Reaſon to Religion chic- 
fly by two things. | 


SECT, Ill. 


(I) ID Y an implecit allent to the 
LI Syfteres, and diflates of 
thoſe who firſt inſtructed them ; 
which Teachers camealſo into the 
_ fancy ttheſame way 3 and bothare 
held: under the | power of it by 
ſtrong prejudice arifing from that 
smplicit Faith, And (II.) By want 
of clear thoughts and ability, to 
ſtate things diſt in&ly, and to under- 
ſtand their dependencies, and ſex 
| quels. Both which imperfections 
| the Free P hiloſopby cures. 


For 


Forast rſt, (I.) That 
Philoſophy begins with the inlarg- 
ment of the mind, and attempts to 
free it from prejudices and pre-in-. 
- gagements, which {ophiſticate, and 
pervert our judgments, and ren- 
der us incapable of diſcerning 
things as they are. Modeſt, impar- 
tial enquiry is the Foundation of 
_ thereal, experimental way of Philo- 
ſophy. - Not that it teacheth Scep- 
ticiſm, and abſolute Neutrality in 
all things, but ſo wnch caution 1n 
our diſquiſitions, that we do not 
ſuddenly give firm aflcnts to things 
not well underſtood, os examin d : 
which no doubt is very juſt, and 
ſafe. But as to what concerns 
thole, who through ignorance, or 
other occaſions are incapable of 
making due enquiry, I think they 
ought not to concern themſelves 
F 4 about 
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about matters *# Foeculation at 
all; orat leaſt not to affirms any. 
thing poſitively of them. 'Tis e- 
nonugh for ſuch to believe, and 
practiſe the plain duties of Reli- 
g10n, Which are clear in the holy 
Oracles, and with which they may 
| beacquainted without much ſaga- 
city, or deep judgment : For mat- 
ters 'of | Theory, and difficult en- 
quiry appertain not to the -#[gar, || -' 
and lower rank of underſtandings. 
Bar for thoſe who are capable of || ; 
ſearch after Truth, and are provi- 
_ ded with advantages for it, Free- | 
 dom'of judgment is neceſſary in or- ] 
der to their ſucceſs. With this, 
I ſaid, the Real Philoſophy begins 3 
and-inallic's progrefies ſti]] more 
and more diſpoſeth the mind to 
it, and fo delivers it from the vaſe 


fallage of Cuſtomary ſayings and 
opmions, Now 
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- Now whoever is ſo diſpoſed, 
will not be fo ready to believe. 
that Reaſon'is an Enemy to Religi- 
on, till he have conſider'd, and ex- 
amin'd the matter with an 7m1par- 
tial judgment. And I dare ſay, 
whoever ſhall do that, will wane 
nothing to convince him, that ſucts 
an opinion is falſe, and ground- 
leſs, but clear, and diſtin&# 
thoughts, and the knowledge of 
conſequence, | with which Philoſo- 
phy will furniſh him. 
This is the ſecond way whereby 
t helps to overthrow this princt- 
ple of Enthuſiaſm, vis. 
(Il.) By teaching us to ſtate 
matrers clearly, and to draw out 
thoſe concluſions that are lodged 
inthem. For 'tis confuſion of n0- 
tions, anda great defe& in reaſo- 


ning, that makes dark zeal to m_ 
| 0 
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ſo frrzonſly againſt Reaſon. Now 
Philoſophy is Reaſon methodiz.ed, 


and improved by fludy, obſeroati- 


on, and experiment; and whoever is 
addicted to theſe, is exerciſed fre- 
quently in inquiry after the cauſes, 
properties, and relations of things, 
Which will inure the mind to great 
intentneſs, and inable it to define 
and diftinguiſb, and infer rightly 3 
And by theſe the allegations a- 
gainſt Reaſon will be made appear 
to be idle Sophiſmrs, that have 
no {ound ſenſe, or ſubſtance in 
_ 4 

- Tis is ſhewn in a late diſcourle, 
call'd a Vindication and defence of 
the uſe of Reaſon in the aff airs of 
Faith and Religion ; in which allo 


the whole matcer is ſtated diſtin®- 
ly, and I think right is done both 
toReaſon and Religion, For it 


made 


+ 4 
was wh, fas. OL 
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the 
Articles of. Faith may either be 
proved by Reaſon, or defended by 
i#; which two particulars we will 
here touch a little. That Reaſon 
proves the greateſt Articles of Re- 
ligiow, is (ufficiently made appear 
by thoſe Philoſophick Reaſoners 
that have done 1t; and to ſay a 
word of this, will be no drgreſſson, 
lince it will ſhew, that Philoſophy 
deſtroys the. conceic of Reaſons 
being an Enemy z and demonſtrate 
that it improves Reaſon to many 
purpoſes of Religion. 
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SECT. IV. 


(1) FT is well known, that di- 
| vers preat men have [a- 
bourd in the Rational proof of 
Chriſtian Religion, as the moſt 
Learned Hrgo Grotius, Dupleſſis, 
Raymond de Sabundis ; The Pious 
and moſt Excellent Doftor Ham- 
mond, Mr. Baxter,and others among 
_ our ſelves ; and the Immortal Bi: 
ſhop of Downe, Dofor Fer. Tay- 
ter, hath in ten leaves of his Du&or 
Dubitantium, given ſuch an invin- 
cible rational Demonſtration of | 
Chriſtianity, by a moſt elegant and 
J#dicions colleion of all the molt 
1mportane particulars of evidence, 
that if there had never been any 
thing ſaid before, for the Trut 
and certainty of our Religion ON 
alot}. 
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alone had been enough to have 
won upon the moſt ſbze, and diffi- 
cult afſent, and to have confounded 
ll the Infedels under Heayen ;; this 
Teſtimony I muſt give to that 
glorious performance, and it will 
foot I preſume be thought excel- 
ive by any one that reads, and-is 
fit to judge in ſuch caſes. 

T could not omit mention of 
theſe worthy Aſserters, and Defen- 
ters of Religion : But there is ano- 
ther ſort of Reaſoners for our 

Feith,that are more proper for my 

preſent notice, viz. Thoſe. that 
aye uſed the aids of the mo- 
dern, Free Philoſophy, in proving, 
and defending ſome main Articles 
of Religion, And there are ſeve- 
al Members of the Royal Society, 
who have imployed their ingeni- 

Ws, and Pious pains this way 3 
6: ; The 
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The Wile, Learned, and deſerved- 
Iy Celebrated Prelate, Dr. Set | 
Ward, the preſent Lord Biſhop 
of Sarum, hath in bis Philsſophi- 
cal Eſſays, fully (though in a ſmall 
compals of words) and perſpicu- | « 
ouſly ſhewn, That the Foundations] ' 
of Religion are laid in cternal \ 
Reaſoz ; and by this, hath cleared Þ \ 
the Nature, and Attributes of God; t 
the Immortality of our Souls, and ; 

a 


Divine Authority of Scripture, 
which are the grand Baſis of Fail 
and Obedience : And the Illuſtri-Y # 
- ous Mr. Boyle hath, in his excel-Y 4 
lent Treatiſe of the Vſefulneſs 7: 
| Experimental Philoſophy, made! d 
appear that Philoſophick Reaſi! 
Lives the ſtrongeſt evidence 
the exiſtence of the Deity, and vC!) 
glorious Iliftrations of his Attr 
butes; and by it he infioicl- 
ped ___ ſham 


79 


ſhames, and diſproves the Fallies 
_ of the Epicurean Atheiſt ; which 
great intereſts of Faith and Pijety, 
have alſo been egregiouſly promo- 
ted by the judicious, Philoſophi- _ 
cal performances of the Learned 
Doctor H. More, who hath every 
where in his Works diſcover'd to 
what uſeful purpoſes Reaſon, and 
the Free Philoſophy may be im- 
ployed in the ſervices af Religion. 
And the Noble Sir K. Digby writ 
a diſcourſe concerning the Immor- 
tality of the Son!, which he proves 
and defends by the Principles and 
J-reaſonings of Philoſophy ; which 
{| deſign alſo of making Philoſophy 

ſerve the Altar, hath been happily 
undertaken, and: as ſucceſsfully 
managed by the Ingenious Mr, 
Sam. Parker, in his Learned Tenta- 
mina; in which he ftrenuouſly 
proves 
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' proves the Being of God, and ex-_ 
platns many difficulties about his . 


Attributes, by the uſe of Free Phi- 


loſophical Reaſon. Theſe are, and 


were all Members of the Rogal 


Colledge of Philoſophers. To - 


theſe I may adde the Inſtances of 
_ thegreat Des-Cartes, and our wor- 
thy and Learned Door St:lling- 
fleet, who have alſo excellently im- 


ployed the Free Philoſophy for the } 


advantage, and promotion of the 

airs of Religion. 

Thus we ſee that the Real know- 

ledge and ſearch into Gods works, 
uts Philoſophers at great diſtance 
rom that fond Principle of Er- 
thufiaſm, That Reaſon is an E- 


nemy to Religion ; and we ma) 


learn from the Diſcourſes cited) | 


That ir may be happily, and pro- 


kitably uſed 'in the proof of many 
Un of 


of the greateſt Articles of Faith, 
and that Philoſophy doth much aſ- 
fiſtit in that ſervice. And ſo ic 
doth, 
SECT. V. 
(11.) 'N defending other points of 
Faith which are purely of 


Revelation, and immediately dilco- 
verable no other way. For this 
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is a Maxim of Reaſon, that what= 


ever God ſaith is to be believed, 
though we cannot comprehend the 
manner of it, or tell how the thing 
ſoould be. By this Axiom, who- 
ever hath proved the Revelation, 
may defend the Article, and 'tis an 
abſurdity in Philoſophick reaſo- 
ning to argue againſt the being of 
athing, that is well atteſted, from 
the unconcervableneſs of the man- 

| G ner 


: ED 
| 


ner bow it is; According to 
_ which principle even the Tri- 
nity,and Incarnation,may be as well 
defended as the exiſtence of matter, 
and motion, and upon the ſame 
grounds. In theſe there are ma- 
ny moves which are perfe&ly un- 


accountable, and full of ſeeming || 


contradiftionsz which if they 
ſhould be urged againſt the ex1- 
ſtence.of theſe moſt ſenſeble Beings, 
we could not make our defence by | 
 «ntying thoſe knots 3 but may well 
do it, by recourſe to this Maxim, 
That what is an ewia-nt 0 je of 
Senſe, or clearly proved by Reaſon, 
ought tobebelieved, though there art 

many things in the Theory, and 
manner of it unconceivable 3 And 
by uſing the ſame we are ſafcin all 
the Myſteries of Fauh, that att 
well provedto be ſo. But this 

_ nan 
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have- more fully handled elſe 
Where 3 and ſhall only adde now, 
. That the Free, Experimental Philo- 
ſopby begets the deepeſt perſwaſi- 
on of the truth of this #20deſt Pro- 
policion 3 by acquaipting the Phi- 
loſopher every day with innume- 
_ rable things inthe works of God, 
of which he can give no account, 
though he know by his ſenſes that 
they are really exiſting. And by 
this means Reaſon afliſted by Phi- 
loſopby cuts off all the Cavils, and 
filenceth the Obje&ions of bold In- 
fidelity,which for the moſt part are 
raiſed from the difficulties that are 
In o#r conception of the Articles of 
Religion. t. 
| And thus the Free Philoſophy 
lays a foundation for defence of the. 
greateſt ſublimities of Faith 3 and 
tommon Reaſon doth the beſt, by 
G 2 ſhewing 


ſhewing the certainty, and divine 
Original of the Teſtimony that ac- 
quaints us with thoſe ſacred Myſte- 
ries. This it doth by aggregating 
thoſe multitudes of circumſtances 
that ſhew the Infallible truth of 
Scripture Hiftory, and twiſts ſuch a 
cord as 15as ftrong as any thing in 
Geometry or Nature. And there- 
fore I cannot chuſe but wonder 
what 1t 15 that inclines ſome men, 
who are otherwiſe ſober enough, 
to let flye fo laviſhly, and indif- 
; creetly againſt Reaſon, and Philo 

Jopby, eſpecially.in an Age ſo ex- 
cceding prone to Phantaftry, and. 
Madneſs, and that hath been rui- 
ned in all its concerns by Enthuſt- 
aſm, and wain pretences to the 
Ao. 

Tis true,the diſcourſes of ſome 
who have talk'e much of Philoſc- 


phy 
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phy, and Reaſon, have been bold, 
and ſawcy, and no doubt of evil 
tendency to the intereſt of Reli- 
gion. But true Philoſopby, and 
well manag'd Reaſon, windicate 
Religion from thoſe in1pudent a- - 
buſes, and ſhew, that_ there_was 
Sophiftry and impoſture in thoſe pre- 
tenfions : So that they are no more 
tobe blamed for the inſolencies, 
and riots of thoſe that uſurp 
their name 3 then Religion it ſelf 
s, for the Immoralities of thoſe, 
that cloath themſelves in the gar- 
ments of external Piety and Saint- 
ſhip. Thus of the ſervices of Phi- 
lſophy againſt ENTHUST- 
ASM. I come now to the [aſt 
Inſtance, 
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CHAP. VI 


Philoſophy ſerves Religion againſt 
the Humour of Dilputing 
Some of the miſchicfs of that 

| Spirit briefly recited. Six ways 
whereby Philoſophy deſtrores the 
diſputing humour. The man 
things that may be urged in be- 


half of diſputes, Anſwer'd. 


_——_—_—_ 


Mts 


SECT. I. 


(V)T T helps Religion againſtthe (| 

Humour of Dilputing 

by which 1 mean that; which be- | 
lieves uncertain opinions firmh, 4j* 
ſexts then confi dently,and clamoronj* 

ly contends againſi every different ap 

 Prebe ſon, This is that peftil® 
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Spirit that turns Religion into air 
of notion, and makes it zntricate, 
and uncertain ; ſubje@ to eternal 
quarrels, and obnoxious to Scep- 
ticiſm, and Infidelity ; That which 
ſupplants charity, modeſty, peace,and 
Meekneſs, and ſubſtitutes in there 
room,Rege, Inſolence, Pride, Bitter 
Leal,Clamours, and Diviſions, and 
all the oppoſites of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and the Goſpel. So thar, 
it depraves Religion, and makes it's 
- | ſacred name an inſtrument to pro- 
mote the projects ff the Kingdon 
of darkneſs,by cankring men one a- 
gainſt another, and inflaming their 
Þpirits, and crumbling them into 
Sets, and diſturbing Societies 3 and 
| (o it hinders the Progreſs of the 
| Goſpel, and Jays it open to the . 
ſcorns of unbelievers; it rurns men 


from the defice of pradtifing to the 
at G 4 itch 
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itch of talking,and abuſes them in. 
to this dangerous belief,that Godli- 
neſs conſiſts more in their beloved 
_ Orthodoxy , tlien in a ſober wertue, 
and the exerciſe of Charity;it makes 
them pert, and pragmatical, buſie 
about the Reformation of others, 
while they negleA their own Spt- 
Tits; fancying a perfection 1n the 
fluency of the tongue, while the 
worſt of paſſions have the Empre 
of thei Souls. Theſe are ſomeof 
the ſad effeAs of the burronr of 
diſputing, whi& hath done deplo- 
rable execution upon Religion 1n 
all places, and times ; and there- 
fore 'tis none of the leaſt ſervices 
that can be afforded it, to deſtroy 
this evil genius; and there is no- 
thing, meerly hupane, that con: 
tributes more towards the root- 


ing of jt out of the world, ht 
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r biloſ, opby. For, 
SECT. II. 


(1) VWOnverſe with Gods works. 
\__/ gives us to ſee the vaſt 

difficulties that are to be met with 
in the ſpeculation. of them ; and 
' thereby men are made\leſs confr- 
dent of their ſentiments about Na- 
ture, and by many conſiderations 
and obſervations of this kind, are 
at length brought to ſuch an habi- 
tual modeſty, that they arc afraid 
to paſs bold judgments upon 
thole 0panons n Religion, of 
which there is no infallible ailu- 
rance. 

And (II ) By the frequent exer- 
ciſes of our minds, we come to 
be made ſcnfible how eaſily, and 


how oft we are deceived, through 
; _ the 
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the fellibility of ſenſe, and ſbort- 
meſs of our underſtandings; 
by Education, Authority, Intere$l, 
and our Afﬀedions ; and fo are 
diſpoſed to a more prudent cold: 
#eſs and diffidence 1n things of 
doubrfu] ſpeculation, by which 
the diſputing humour is deſtroyed 
at the bottom. Befides which, 
UII.) The Real Philoſophy 
brings men in love wich the Pra- 
QGical knowledge ; the more we 
_ have imployed our ſelyes in noti- 
on and Theory, the morc we ſhall 
be acquainted wich their ancer- 
tainty ; and our eſteem, and re- 
gard of them will abate, as that 
ſence increaſeth, and by the ſame 
Degrees our reſpe&, and lope to 


operative knowledge will advance 
and grow 3 which diſpoſicion will 
ancline us alſo to haye leſs regard 
We ol to 
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ta niceties in Religion, and teach 
ns to lay out our chief cares and 
endeavours for that knowledge 
which is Practical and certain, and 
will afliſt, and promote our ver- 
tne, and our happineſs; and in- 
cline us to imploy our ſelves in 
living according to it ; which al- 
ſo will be an effeQual means to 
deſtroy the humour of contending. 

And (IV.) Phrzloſophy gives us 
a ſight of the cauſes of our intel- 
leE£}4l diverfities, and ſo takes us 
off from expeQting an agrerment 
1n our apprehenfions ; whereby it 
diſcovers the nnreaſonab/ereſs of 
making harmony in opinion, the 
condition of Charity 'and Onion 
and of being angry, and dividing 
ipon every difference of judgment; 
and hereby the hurrful malignittes 
of diſputes are qualified, and the 


di- 
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diſeaſe it ſelf is nudermined. 
-  (V:) It inclines men to reckon 
(as was intimated before) that 
the Eſſential Principles of Religion 
lye m the plain, certain Articles. 
For Philoſophers are diſpoled to 
think, by converſe with Nature, 
that certainty is in very fewthings; 
and whoever believes ſo concern» 
ing the tenents of Theology, will 
not lay the main ſtreſs upon 
any, but the clear, acknowledg'd 
Principles ; and he that doth that, 
ſerves all the important concern- 
ments of Religion. He will not 
not wrangle for every conceit ; nor 
divide for every difference; but 
takes care to walk in the ways of 
Charity, Humble Obedience, and 
Conſcionable praftice of the Truths 
he knows and owns. By ſuch a 
courſe the Church is ſafe, and 
Schiſms 
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Schiſms are prevented : Yea Po- 
pery is diſappointed by it inmoſt 
of the confiderable things it hath 
to ſay 3 which indeed ariſe from 
the conſideration of the vaſt di- 
verſities of opinions in Religion, 
that ſeem to infer the neceſlity of 8 
a Fudge of Controverſies to (ctle : 
| mens minds in the right way, and 
to reftifie the conſequent diſor- 
ders ; whereas if this be ſtood to, 
That the neceſſary Chriſtian Arti« 
cles are plain, and acknowledg'd, 
There will be no need of a Fudge, 
and fo all the moſt ſpecions preten- 
ſions of the Church of Rowre ſink 
to theground. - 

 (VI.) The Real Philoſophy 
tends to the ending of diſpntes, 
by. taking men off from unneceſſa- 
ry Ternis of Art, which very often 
are Occaffons of great FIT 
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things were 


ated in clear, and 


1 
plain words, many Controverſies 
would beatan end ; and the Phi- 


loſophy I am recommending, in- 
clines men to define with thoſe 
that are ſorpleſt and plaineſt, and 
thereby alſo very much promotes 
the intereſts both of trutb and 
peace. 

\ Thus I have ſhewn briefly how 
the real Philoſophy: tends to the 
overthrow of the pugnacious d;/- 
puting bumour, which is {o hurt- 
ful to Religion. To confirm 
which we may obſerve,that where- 
ever this ſort of knowledge pre-J 
_ vails, the Contentions Divint) 

loſeth ground, and *cwill be hard 
to find any of thoſe Philoſopher 

4 zealous: Votary of a Sc& : which 

relervedneſs gives occaſion indeed 


to thoſethat are fo,to accule hep 
0 


men would underſtand, that Chri- 


is really no Argument of lefs 
Piety, but of more wiſdom, and 
conduc. And '"tewould abs 


much for the advantage of Reli- 


gion, and their own, if thoſe fierce 


ſtianity ſhould reach' them that, 


whichs they rail againſt 1 inthe Phi- 


loſophers. 
But now I muſt expeQto hear, 
HA T diſputes ſerve to 


(1:)* | ; 
diſcover truth; as by 


the col/:ſion of two flints one a- 
gainſt another, choſe ſparks. are 


SECT. In. 


. produced, and excited, that be- 


fore were latent in on; So that 
the real Philoſophy upon this ac- 


count doth rather difſerve then 


pro- 


of Atheiſzr, and Irreligion ; but ic 
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promote the concerns of Reli- 
g1otd 

- To which I anſwer, (I.) That 
all the neceſſary, material truths in 
Divinity are already diſcover'd, 
and we have no need of New 
Lights there, the Antienteſft arc 
pr and b:ft, though in the dil- 
quifitions of Philoſepby there will 


be always occaſions of proceed» 


mg. ButTI adde, (II.) Diſputes 
are one of the worſt ways to diſ- 
cover Truth ; If new things were 
to be found out in Religion, as 
well as Nature, they would (carce 
be diſcloſed by this way of en- 


quiry. Acelm jadgment, and di». : 


tind} thoughts, and impartial con- 
fideration of many things, arc 1 | 
Cceſiery for the finding truth which | 
lyes deep, and is mingled up and 
.  anddown with much errovr, and | 
OM Joe 


; My fallhood; Ad tis s hard, if 
not utterly impoſſible, co orelerve- 
| any one of theſe in the heat: of diſ- 
putation. In ſuch occaſions the 
mind is commonly. diſordered by 
paſſzon, and the thoughts are con- 
Miſed and our conſiderations tyed. 
to thoſe things which give colour to 
our: opinions. We are biaſt by our 
fjeGions towards our own. cons, 
ceits,'and our love to them is infla- 
med by oppoſetion ; we are made in- 
\ capable: of entertaining the aſli- 
Nance of our oppoſites (1 uggeſtions 
by ftrong prejudice, and inciined to 
' quarrel with every thing he ſaith by 
_ | ſpigbt, and deſire of triumph : and 
theſe are ill' circumſtances for the 
diſcovery of truth ; He is a wonder- 
\ Jul man indeed thar can thread a 
needle when he is at Cudgels 1 in a | 
_ | <rowd, and yet this is as caſte, as 
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tofind truth in the hurry of diſpute. 
The Apoſtle intimates, r Tim. VI. 
5. That perverſe Diſputers are de- 

' ſtitute of truth, and tells us, that of 
the ſirife of words come envy, rail- 
ings, evil ſurmiſings, but no diſ- 
covery of unknown werities. 

But (II.) we are commanded to 
content earneſtly for the faith that 
ws once delivered to the Saints,and 
hereby: Hereſies are confuted, and 

_ overthrown. 

To this pretence I ſay, That dy 
the Faith we are to contend for, | 
conceive, the Eſſentials, and certai# 
Articles are meant ; Theſe we #19), 
and we onght to endeavour to dr» 
fend, and promote as there is occa | 
ſion 3 and we have ſeen how the 
Real P oefopby will help our Rec- 
Jons for that ſervice. But p10 
'comentions fortheſe are not the diſ- | 
nn _ putings 


 putings I meant, for I defined the 
| bumour of diſputing in the en- 
| trance! on this Head, to be rhat 
' | whichis ſtiff in the belief of uncer-. - 
| tain opinions, affirming them with 
- confidence, and quarrelling with e- 
very different ſentiment 5 To diſ- 
pute about ſuch matters of doubtful 
Speculation, and in the manner ſpe- 
cified,is no contending for the Faith, 
but the way to make ſhipwrack of 
it. As for thoſe other Diſputes, 
/ | that are requiſite for the convin- 
| | cingmen of the Truths of the Gol- 
7 pel, and the great Articles chere- 
of 3 and for the diſproving Infide- 
» | ity and Hereſie, they are necelia- 
- | Ty, and Philoſophy is an excellent, 
e | Infirument in ſuch Conteſts. 
? ' So: that thoſe other objeAions 
that-might be alledged againſt my 
| Diſcourſe from the zeceſſsty of pro- 
I H 2 wing 
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ving and trying our Faith, and con- 
 vincing Hereticks ; From the cx- 
ample of our Saviour's diſputing 
with the DoGors and the Sadduces ; 
and of S. Pan/ at Athens with the 
Fews; Theſe little Cawils, I (ay, 
and fuch like, can ſignifie nothing 
to the diladvantage of what [ have 
{aid againſt the humonr of diſputing 
about doubtful, and uncertain opi- 
nions, to which the Real Philoſophy 

is deſtraGive. 
And thus [ have ſhewn under 
five | material Heads + Fat the 
K nowledge of Nature, and the 
Works of God, promotes the great- 
elt intereſts of Religion; and by the 
three laſt it appears how Funda- 
mentally oppoſite it is to all Schiſw 
'and Faraticiſm,which arc made up 
and occaſioned by S uperſtition,En- 

82uſiaſm , and ignorant, perverſe | 


diſps- | 


| Hipndinge. $ So far for Atbeiſts and 
$adduces, and F anatickg to rail a- 
gainſt Philoſophy, 1s not at all 
ſtrange 3 *'Tis no more than what 
may well be expected from ſuch 
 Cattel ; Philoſophy 1s their enemy 3 
and-1t concerns them to diſparage 
and reproach it : But for Religions, 
and ſober men to do any thing ſo 
unadviſed, and fo prejudicial to 
| Religion, is wonderſul, and deplo- 
rable: To ſet theſe right i in their 
Judgment about Philoſophical n- 
uiry into Gods Works, is the prin- 
cipal defign of theſe Papers 3 and 
in order to the further promoting 
of it, I advance to the laſt Head of 
Diſcourſe 45 rb VI%, 


CHAP. VII. 


That the Miniſters, and Profeſſors of 
Religion ought not to diſcourage 
Philoſophy. The flanders and 

_ objeQtions apainſt it, anſwered, 
viz. That of Atheiſm, and the 0- 
ther of its tending to the lefſcn- 
ing our value of the Scriptures, 
fully confuted. Ir teacheth no 

Doftrines contrary to Gods 

Word ; Thoſe of the motion of 

_ the Earth and ferreſtrial Nature 

of the Moon, confider'd, as they 
refer tothe Scriptures. 
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ligion ought not to d 
but p:omote the Knowledge of 
Nature, and the UWozks of its 


_ Thi 1s the reſult of the whale 
matter, and follows evidently from 
all that went before, which though 
it will not infer a neceflity of all 
mens deep ſcarch into Nature, yet 
this it will,, Thatno Friend or Ser- 
vant of Religion ſhould hinder, or 
diſcountenance (uch inquiries. And 
though moſt private Chriſtians, 
and ſome publick Miniſters have 
neither leiſure, nor ability to look 
into matters of natural reſearch, 
and inquiſition ; yet they ought 
to think candidly, and wiſh well to 
the endeavours of thoſe that have 3 
and 'tis a fin, and a folly cicher in 
the one or other to cenſure, or | 
diſcourage thoſe worthy underta- | 
T TIO H 4 kings. 
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ings. Upon which accounts it" 
grieves me to ſce, how apt ſome 

are, that pretend much to Religi- | 
on, and {ome that miniſter in it, to 
Joad thoſe that are ſtudious of Gods 
Works with all the odious names 
that contempt, and ſpight can 
ſuggeſt ; The .Irreligion of which 


- injurious carriage nothing can «x« 


cuſe, bur their zgnorance ; Ard 
will rather hope that they neither 
know what they ſay, nor what they 
do, than believe that they have any 
dire& deſign againſt the Glory of 
their Maker, or againſt any lauda- 
ble endeavours to promote It. 
-\ I know well, what miſchief pre- 
Jjudice will do,even upon minds that 
otherwile are very boneſt, and intel- 
ligent enough. 'Andthere are many | 
mezon{landers, and ſome plauli- 
evbjeSions inthe mouths of the 
B%11465 EDS? Z ealows 
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have begot an1ll opinion of ic in 
| well-meaning men, who have never 
examined things deeply : For the 
ſake of ſuch, I ſhall produce the 
moK - conſederable allegations of 
| both ſorts, and I hope make ſuch 

returns'to them, as may be {uffici- 
ent to ſatisfie thoſe -whofe- minds 


arenot barrd by obſtinacy, or ig- 


norance, 
SECT. Il. 


Speak f:rſt of the bold, and broad 

ſlanders, among which, that 

(l.) Of Atheilm i 15 one of the 
molt- ordinary 3 But certainly 'ris 
one of: the: moſt nujuſt accuſations 
that malice, and ignorance” could 
have iced; + This Ineed not be 


Indaſte ; ous to prove here, having 
FE "WES 5. made 
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made it appear that Philoſophy is 
one of the beſt Weapons in the 
World to defend Religion againſt 
it; and my whole Diſcourſe is a 
confutation of this ſpightful, and | 
ridiculous charge, *Tis true in- 
deed the menof the Epicurean ſort 
have left God, and Providence out 
of their accounts ; But then other 
Philoſophers have ſhewn what fools 
they are for doing ſo, and how ab- 
ſurd their pretended Philoſophy 1s, 
in ſuppoſing things to have been _ 
made and ordered by the caſual 
hies'of Atoms, in a mighty void. And 
_ though: theic-general DoRrine of 
Matter, and Motion be exceeding, 
ancient, andyery accountable, when 


as 


_ weſuppoſc matter was at firlt cre- 
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voſal chat - are nv als a 
eternal, is very precarious, and un- 
hufanable ; And that all the regular 
motions 1n-Nature, ſhould be from 
blind tumultuous jumblings, is the 
molt «philoſophical phanſte, "w- 
ridiculous dotage-in the world ; 

that- there is no reaſon to —_ 
Philoſophyof a fault, which Philo- 
Jopby ſufficiently ſhames, and dil- 
proves; and yet [ doubt thereare 
many have great prejudice againſt 
it upon this ſcore 3 and 'tis a parti- 
cular brand upon ſome of the mo- 
dern men; that they have revived 
the Philoſophy of E picurus, which 
they think to be in it's whole ex- 
tent Atheiſtical, and irreligious. 

-* To which I ſay, that the opinion 
of the-world's being made by a for- 
tuitous jumble of Atoms, is improus 


ore -— rar This thoſe of 
Epicurus 


% 


hool taught ; 
whereas the late Reſtorers of the 
Corpuſcularian Hypotheſis hate,and 
deſpiſe the wiſe Dofrine 3 But 
yet they thus far think the Atomical. 
Philoſophy . reaſonable, wiz. as it 

teacherh, That the operations of Na- 
ture are performed by ſubtile ſtreams 
of minute bodies, and not by I know 
not what imaginary qualitics, and 
forms : They think, That the va- 
rious motions, and figures of the 
parts of malter, are enough for all 
the Phenomena, and all the varie- 
ties, which with relation to our ſen- 
ſes we call ſuch, and ſuch qualities. 
But then they ſuppoſe, and reach, 
| That God created matier, and is the 
- ſupreme Orderer of its motions , by 
which all thoſe diverſities are made ': 
And hereby Prery, and the Faith of 


ers ſecured. 


- This,as far as we know any thing 
of elder times, was the ancient Phi- 
loſophy of the World, and it doth 
not in the: leaſt grate upon any 
Principle of Religios. us far [ 
dare ſay I may undertake for moſt 
of the C orpuſcularian Philoſophers 
of our times, excepting thoſe of Mr. 
Hobb's way. 

And therefore I cannot but 
wonder that a perſon of. {ſo much 
reaſon, learning, and ingenuity as 
Mr. Baxter, - ſhould ſeem to con- 
clude thoſe Modern. Philoſophers 
under the name;and notion of fuch 
Somatiſts, as are for | meer matter, 
and motion, and exclude immaterial 
| beings 3-This; I cake it, he doth in 
his Defence of the Souls Immortali- 
ty, at the end of his-Reaſons of Re- 
ligion:; whereas thoſe Philoſophers, 
oy gh they owne matter, and mo- 

— t10n 


ſes of the Phenomena ; They do 
yet acknowledge Gods efficiency, 
and Government of all things, with 
as muchgcriouſneſs, and contend 
for it with as' much zeal, as any 
Philoſophers or Divines whatſo- 
ever. 'And 'tis very hard that any 
number of men ſhould be expoſed 
to the ſuſpicion of being Atheiſts, 
tor denying the Peripatetick Quali- 
ties,:and Forms; and there 1s no- 
thing elſe overthrown by the Cor- 
puſcularian Dodrines, as they arc 
managed by thoſe Philoſophers. S0 
that methinks that Reverend Au- 
b thor hath not dealt ſo fairly with 
| _ thepreatnamesof Des-Cartes, and 
3 Gaſſendys, where he © mentions 
nem-promiſcuouſly with the meer 
Epicurean and Hobbian Somatifts, 
_ without any- note co diſtinguiſh 
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. them from thoſe Sadduces ; For: 
both thoſe celebrated men have: 
| Jaboured much in afferting the 
_ grand Articles of Religion againſt 
the Infidel, and Atheiſt. 
This inadvertency of that pious 
Divine chought fit to take notice 
of, becauſe-I doubt-ſome may be 
miſled into an undue opinion of 
thoſe excellent Perſons, and others 
of their way, by finding their 
names among choſe of an 5 Her 
CharaGer; in an Author of ſo much 
note. I ſay 'tis fo this reaſon I 
have given this hint, and not ouc 
of any' humour of oppoling of 
. Carping at thacworthy Man : No, 
Ithink he-is to be honoured much 
for his ſtout, rational, and - ſucceſs> 
fuloppofitions of the miſchievous 
þr0s1yengn follies, when the cur- 


rent Syſtematick, Divinity , then 
called 
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alled Orthodox, was Over-grown - 


_ with them; for his frequent aſſert- 


og, and vindicating the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of Religion againſt the mad- 
neſs of ſpreading Enthuſiaſm ; for 
bis earneſt endeavours for the pro! 
morion of peace, and univerſal cha- 
rity, when 'twas held a great crime 
not to be. frerce in the way of a 
Sect ; For his quick, piercing, and 


ſerious prafical Writiogs : I fay 1 


judge the Author, the flip of whoſe 
Pen-in a thing relating to my Sub- 
Jed, I have noted, to be a perſon 
worthy of. great reſpe&t; and I can 


(carce forbear affirming concerning 


him as a learned Doftor of our 


Church did, | That be was the only 


man. that ſpoke ſenſe. in an age of 


non-ſenſe; He meant the only man 


hat was reckoned among the peo- 
times, with the madnels 
0 
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of which! he & 
| Gigreſs Got! 
©... \Thebufineſsof this ———_ hath 
been'to ſhewthat the charge of A- 
theiſm againſt the Real Philo opby 
is a groſs, and groundleſs ſlander 3 
and T hope I bave made _ what 
I enraged 


SECT. HL 


I UT(s. )tis alledp'd by ſome, 
E That Phileſophy Shpoſah men 
to deſpiſe the Scriptures, ' or at leaſt 
 toncgle&the ftudy of thent; and up- 
; on that account'is 'to be exploded | 
among Chriſtians, 

To which/I ſay, That Philoſophy 
the knowledge of Gods works,and 
there! is. nothing in Gods: Works, 
that .is contrary to bis Word; and 
how then ſhould the ſtudy of the 


© - one 
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> deſpiſe the other > 
Certainly had there been any ſuch 


impious tendency in ſearching into 
Gods Works to the leſſening of 
our vale of the Scriptures ; The 
Scripture it (elf would never have 
recommended this ſo much unto 
us, as we have (cen it doth, Yea 
indeed, this is ſo far from being 
true, that on the contrary , the 
knowledge of Gods Worky tends in 
its proper nature to. diſpoſe men 
to. love, and eeneration 0 the Scri- 
ptures ;. For by converſe with Na- 
ture we are made ſenfible of che. 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of | 
God, freſh inſtances of which we | 
ſhall Nill Gnd in all things; And 
tis one great deſign of the Scri- 
pture to promote the Glory of theſe 


dttributes : How then can he, that 


1 
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one incline men to 


but leve, and Be, thoſe holy R Re- 

cords which ſo gloriouſly illuſtrate 
the perfeFions which he adwires? 

 Belides, by inquiry into Gods 
Works, we diſcover continually 
how little we can comprehend of his 6 
Ways , and managements ; and he 
_ that is ſenſible -of this, will find 
himſelf more inclined to reverence 
the declarations of his Word, though 
they are beyond his reach, and though 
be cannot fathom thoſe Myſteries, be 
# required to beliewe : Such a dil- | 
poſition is neceſlary for the (ecu- 
| ring our reverence to the Divine - 
| Oracles, and Philoſophy peoenmdes” 

1much. 

So that though 'tis like enough ' 
| there may be thoſe that pretend to 
| Philoſophy who have leſs venera- 
tion, and reſpedt for the Scripture, 
_ "hoy ought _ that impious 


diſ- 


diſelteem of choſe PAP Writings - 
15 NO effec of their Philoſophy, but 
of their corrupt,. and evil inclina- 
tions. And to remove the ſcandal 
brought upon natural wiſdom by. 
thoſe Pretenders, it may be obſer- 
ved, that none are more earneſt, or 
more frequept in the proof, and re- 
commendation of the Authority of 
Scripture, than thoſe of Pbiloſo- 
phical inclination and genius, who 
by their publick capacity, and pro- 
felon have the beſt opportunities 
togiveteſtimony to the honour of 
that Divine Book. 

And beſides the many: Sermons 
that are continuall precel (but 
nofurther publiſh Yb by the Divines 
| that are diſpoſed to this ſort of | 

knowledge , I may for inſtance. || 
mention the excellent performan- 


of thoſe GARY y* 
the 
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the preſent 


the pretenſions. of the. Infide/, and 
proved the Divine Au- 
thority of the Holy Volume. And 


roundly 
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moſt 
' Sarum and the deſervedly famous 
Mr. Boyle : the former in the Eſſay 
before mentioned, and in a Jate 
doſe, | ſmart, and judicious Sermon 
agunſt the Antiſcripturiſts; and in 
another annext againſt Infidelity 
(newly Printed): hath with great 
perſpicuity, ftirength , and demon- 
ftrattve order refuted and ſhamed 


Jearned Biſho 
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the | other excellent Philoſopher 
Mr. Boyle, in a moſt elegant and 
learned Diſcourſe concerning the 
Style of Scripture, hath vindicated 
thoſe inſpired Writings from the 
cavils, and exceptions of the nice 
Wits 'of men of corrupt minds : 
which performances of theſe two 


deep and pious Inquirers 
* FS - 


Ec 4 # A 


into 


Gods 


Gods Works, may with better rea- 
ſon be pleaded for the Piety of 
Philoſophyin reference to the Scri- 
Ptures 3 then the irrewerences of 
any that pretend to natural Wile 
dom, can be alledged againſt it. 


SECT. IV. 


EIUT co juſtifie the impurati- 
on of the diſſervice Philoſo- 
phy doth Religion, and the Scri- 
Pures, it may by ſome be pleaded, 

That Philoſophy, vi. that which 
Bs called the new, teacheth Do- 
Qrines that are contraty to theWord 
' of God, or at leaſt ſuch as we have 
no ground from Scripture to be- 
lieve ; as for inſtance , that the 
Earth moves , and that the Moon is 
of 4 terreſtrial nature, and habite- 

ve; which opinions ate ſuppoſed. 


a -: 


to be impiovs, and Antiſcriptural. 
In recurn to this ObjeRion I 
lay : Tm 

(1.)- In the general, That 'tis 
true indeed, that Philoſophy teach- 
eth many things which are not re- 
vealed in Scripture;for this was not 
intended 'to inſtru& men-in the 
affairs of Nature, but its deſign is, 
to dire& Mankind, and even thoſe 
of the plaineft underſtandings, in 
life, and manners, to propoſe to us 
the way of Happineſs, and the prin- 
ciples that are ner % to guide us 
mit; with the ſeveral motives, and 
mncouragements that are proper to 
excite our endeavours, and to bear 
them 'up againſt al) difficulties and 
temptations. This, I ſay, was the 
chief defign of that Divine Book 3 
and therefore *tis accommodated, 
ut the* main, to- the moſt ordinary 
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capacities, and 2x after our 
manner, andiſuitably,ro ſenſe, and 
onlgar conception. Thus we find 
that the Clouds are called Heaven, 
the Moon one of the greater Lights, 
and the Stars mentioned, as /eſs 
conſiderable : and. the Stars alſo, 
Gen.i. Weread of the going down 
of the Sn, and. of the ends of the 
Earth, ard al the Heavens, and di- 
vers "A ſach! expreſlions are in 
the Scriptures, which plainly inti- 
mate- unto, us, That;they do not 
concern. themſelves to. reQifie the 
miſtakes of the «lgar,' in Philoſo- 
phical Theories, but comply with 
their in firmities, and ſpeak accord- 
ng. as. they can, underſtand. S0 
that, 

2.) No Tenent: in Philoſopby 
oughe £9, be. condemned, and ex- 
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occaſional ſayings in' the Divine: 
Oracles, which ſeem) not to com- 
port” with-it: 3 And therefore the: 
Problevis' mentioned, concerning! 
the: Motion of the Earth, and terre- 
ſtrial Nature of the Moon, ought to 
be left to the Diſquiſitions of Phis; 
loſaphy ': The Word of God deter- 
mines -tothing about them ; for: 
thoſe expreſſions, concerning the: 
running of the Sun, and its ftanding 
ſtill, may very well-be interpreted. 
as ſpoken by way of accommodati-' 
_ on to ſenſe, and common apprehen« 
| ſion, as 'tis certain, that thoſe of its: 
going down, and running from one. 
end of the Heavens to the other, and 
numerous reſembling ſayings , are 
ſ 0-to be: underſtood. | And when 
"tus elſewhere (aid, That the foun- 
dations of 'the Earth are ſo foxt, 


that it, cannot} be. avowed at- any: 
R621 time 
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v22 Lhe Glow of G 
2:xee, or to that purpoſe ; 'Tis ſup» 
poled by Learned men, that no- 
thing elſe is meant than this, That 
the Exrth cannot be moved from its 
Centre, which is no prejudice to the 
opinion of its being moved wpoii 
- And for the other Hypotheſes of 
the Moon's being a kind of Earth, 
the Scripture hath ſaid nothing of 
ton either hand ; nor can its ſe- 
lence be argumentative here, ſince 
we know, That all Mankind be- 
lieves many things, of which there 
15 no mention/tbere'; As that there 
are {uch places as China, and Ame- 

rice, Thatthe Magnet attra&s Iron, - 
and dire&s to the North, and that 
the' Sea: hath the motion of Flux, 
and Reflux, withten thouſand ſuch 
other things diſcovered by Expe- 
_ rence, of whichthere is = w 


WM] 223 | 
Jeaſt hint in the Sacred Volume : | 
And are not theſe to be believed, 
till they can be proved from Scri- 
pture ? this 1s ridiculouſſy ro a+ 
buſe the Holy Oracles, and to ex- 
tend them beyond their proper bu. 
fineſs and defign. And to argue 
againſt cþis ſuppoſal, as ſome do, 
by Queries, What men are in that 
other Earth ? whether fallen? and 
how ſaved ? is very childiſh and 
abſurd. He that holds the opinion 
may confeſs his ignorance in all 
theſe things, without any prejudice 
to his Hypotheſes of the Moon's be- 
ing habitable ; or the ſuppolal of 
its being a&iually inbabited. For 
that may be, though no living man 
can tell the nature, and condition 
of tboſe Creatures. ; 

'- But formy part, I afſert neither 


df | theſe Paradoxes ; only I bave 
&, thought. 
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thought fit to. ſp briefly 
about'them, that they may beletc 
to the:freedom of Philoſophical In- 
quiry, for the Scripture is not con- 
cerned in fuch Queries. And yet 
befides this; which mighe ſuffice to 
vindicate the Neoterick Methods of 
Philoſophy from the charge of be- 
ing injurious to. the Scripture in 
ſuch inances, I adde 

\(3:) The free, experimental Phi- 
loſophy which 1 recommend, doth 
not affirm either of thoſe feared pro- 
poſetrons. - For neither of them 
| haveſo much evidence, as to war- 
Tant peremptory, and dogmatical al- 
ſertions. And therefore, though 
perhaps ſome of thoſe Philoſophers 
think that' they have great degrees 
_ of probability, and fo are fit for 
Philoſophical. canſideration ; Yet 
there 'are-oze, char I know,. that 


* Sub 


determine they are certainties, and 
poſuive Trucks. 'Tis'contrary to 
_ the genius of their way to do lo : 
And on the other hand, 'tis a very » 
obnoxious folly to conclude, That 
thoſe opinions are falſe, when no 
- one can be certain that they are ſo. 
But whether the one; or the other 
be ſaid, Religion, and the Scriptures 
are not atall concerned... 
Thus briefly of the ſanders that 
are affixt- upon Philoſophy, wiz. of 
its Tendencyto Atheiſm, and diſpa- 
ragement of the Scraptures. The 
other leſſer ones are anſwered in 


the diſcaſſion of theſe. 0. 
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CHAP. VIII 
Other ObjeHions againſt Phileſoply 


anſwered, iz. That there is too 
"much Cxrioſity in thoſe Inqui- 
"ries : That the Apoſtle gives a 
"Caveat againſt it : That the 
Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel 
knew little or nothing of it. A 
©Þbrief Recital of ſome of the Ho- 
"1y Men who are recorded in 
© Scripture to have had skill in le- 
; | veral parts of Philoſophy. 
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beſides tho ſe (1 anderous 


LF imputations, there are ſome 

ates vulgar planſubilities pretend- 
eq apainſt it alſo; Ie would be 
end- 
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endleſs to recount all of them. The 
chief are tbeſe that follow. 
(I.) There 3s too much curioſuty in 
_ thoſe inquiries 3 and $, Paul defered 
to know nothing but Chriſt, and him 
crucified. To which Ianſwer, That 
what is blamegble curioſity in things 
not worth our pains, or: forbidden 
our ſcrutiny, is Duty, and laudable 
endeavour. .in matters that are 
weighty: and permitted to our 
ſearch. - So that nothing can be 
faſtned upon the Philoſophical In- 
quifitions into Nature on this ac- 
count, till it be firſt proved, That 
a diligent -obſervance of Gods 
Goodneſs, and Wiſdomin his Works, 
in order to the »ſing them to his 
glory, and the benefit of the world, 
. 1s either, probibited ,, or _— 
nent, 
-oRRO © Is indeed Gach a depth in 


nature, 
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nature; chat i itis-never like to be 
througbly :fathomed; 'and ſuch a | 
bra nrog upon ſome of Gods 
Works, he hey: will 'not_ in this 
orld- be ad, ont 'to_perfeGlion : 
But however, we are not kept off 
 byany-expreſsneſs of prohibition ; 
Nature: is no. Holy Mount that ought 
. not. to. be topched 3 yea, we are 
commanded, 1 To ſearch after wil- 
dom, and particularly, after thjs, 
when. we are{o frequently called 
1pon to-celebrate-our Creator for 
tas Works, and are encouraged by 
the ſucceſs of many that have gone 
before ; For many fhall.go to and | 
fro, and ſcience ſhall be increaſed. 
S9 that our inquiries into Nature | 
are.not forbidden ; zand he that ſaich 
tney are frivolons, and of no 4 ſe e, 
je En, the Ar Tot the Omnilcient 1 is | 


| of men, the edit Af verſeth both" 
| the Creator and the Creature, and 
contradicts his duty to both. 

' As for the latrer clauſe of the 
ObjeQtion which urgeth that ſpeech 
of S. Paxl, of his deſiring to know 
nothing but Chriſt and bo cruciſt- 
ed, 1 Cor. Il. 2- -[-return-to it, 
That he chat (hall duely conſider 
the diſcourſe of the Apoſtle in the 
verſe before, and choſe that ſuc- 
ceed, will perceive, That in this 
exprefli on, he only flights the af- 
fected eloquence of the Orators, and 
| Rhetoricians ; He ſpoke in plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity, and not in thoſe 
enticing words of mans wiſdom , 
' | which hedefired eicher not to know 
at all, or zot in compariſon. with the 

| plinD DoQrines of the Gol; pel. Or, 
any ſhould take the words in the 


phe ſenſe, then all ſorts of þ#- 
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the 
Apoſtle; And if ſo, the Wo 
can beno more than this, That he 
preferred the knowledge of Chriſt 
before theſe ; For 'tis ridiculous 
to think that he abſolutely lighted 
all other Science. The knowledge 
of Chriſt is indeed the chiefeft, and 
molt valuable wiſdom, but the 
knowledge of the Works of God hath 
hath its place alſo, and ought not 
quite to be excluded and deſpiſed: 
- Or, if Philoſophy be to be lighted, 
by this Text, all other knowleage 
whatſoever muſt undergo the ſame 
Fate with it. . | 


But it will be urged. 


SECT: 


SECT. HL. 


(11.)” \Het there is a particular 
' 421} caution given by the A-" 
poſtle againſt Philoſophy, Col. II. 8... 
Beware leſt Hny one ſpoil you through | 
Philoſophy. 
\'To this I have ſaid elſewhere, 
That the Apoſtle there means ei- 
_ ther: the pretended knowledge of 
the Gnofticks,the Genealogies of the 
| Fews, or the diſputing Learning of 
the Greeks 3 and perhaps he might 
have a reſpe@ to all of them. That 
the 4iſparing Philoſophy of the 
Greeks is concerned in the caution, 
will appear very probable, if we 
confider, That much of it , was 
built on meer notion, that occafion- 
ed diviſion into manifold Se&s , 
which managed their matters <q 
K 2 Soph jo 
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ophiſiry, and Diſputations, ſull of 


nicety and_\mazesr of wit ; and 
aimed at [ittle, but the pride of my- 
fterious talk of things, that were 
not really. underſtood. Such a 
Philoſophy the Apoſtle might j«ſtly 
condemn, and all wiſe men do the 
ſame, becauſe 'tis very injurious to 
Religion, real Knowledge, and the 
Peace of men, Bur what is this co 
that.,. which, wodefily inquires into 
the Creatures of God, as they are ; 
That. colleAs the H:ſtory of his 
Works , raiſing obſervations from 
them for the diſcovery. of Cauſes, 
and invention of Arts, and belps for 
_ the benefit of Mankind ? What 
vanity ; what. prejudice to Religion 
can be ſuppoſed.in this ? Is this, 
think we, that Philoſophy, that wiſ- 
dom of this world, which the great 
Apoſtle  cenſures and: omdewnms ? 
x 7 @ 
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He is bold cha Gich i ie-ſpecke athing 
be knows not,. and might, if he 
pleaſed, know the contrary ; Since 
the Method of Philoſophy I vindi- 
cate, which proceeds by obſerva- 
tion and experiment to works, and 
uſes of life, was not, if at all, the 
way of thoſe times in which the 
Apoltles lived, nor did it begin'to 
ſhew it (elf in many Ages after ; 
and therefore cannot be concerned 
in. S. Paul's Cantion to his Coloſ-' 
ſians ; nor in his ſmartneſs againſt 
worldly wiſdom elſewhere, for by 
that we are to-underſtand, the 
_ Fetches of Policy, the Nicetics of 
Wit, and Strains of Rhetorick, that 
were then engaged againſt the 
progreſs of the Goſpz] : But what 
is all ebjs, to the Philoſophy of Gods 
W or ke 3 $ which' uſtrates the Di-. 
vine gh ory, and comments vpon his 


s __ 7” W 4+ 


Perfelinn and LS tes the great 
Gfign of Chriſtianity, which is doing 
ood; and in its proper nature tends 
to the diſpoſing of mens minds to 
V m_ and At ? 


SECT, ITT. 


UT (II.) If Philoſophy be 
ſo excellent an Inſtrument to 
Religion, it may be askt ( and the 
Queſtion will have the force of an 
ObjeQion ) why the Diſciples and 
firſt Preachers f the Goſpel were 
not inſiruGed in it ; +1 hey. were 
plain, illiterate men, altog ether unac- 
' quainted. with thoſe . # ublimities 3 
God choſe the foolifh things of this 
world, to confound the wiſe. So that | 
#.ſeems be. did not value this kind of 
wiſdom. ſo much as.' our diſcourſ. 
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But this choice that the Divine 
Wiſdom made of the Publiſhers of 


_ the glad Thdings of Salvation, is no 
more prejudice, or diſcredit to 


Philoſophy, than it is to any other 
ſort of Learning ; and indeed 'tis 
none at all to either : For the ſpe- 
cial reaſons of Gods making this 
choice, ſeem ſuch as theſe, viz. That 
his power might more evidently 
appear in the wonderful propaga- 
tion of the Religion of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, by ſuch ſeemingly unqualified 


inſtruments ; That the World 


mighe not ſuſpe& it to be the con- 
trivance of wit, ſubtilty, and Art, 
when there was ſo much plainneſs, 
and frmplicity in its firſt Promo- 
ters. And perhaps too it was done 


In contempt of the vain and pre- . 


tended knowledge of the Jews, and 
Greeks, over which the plainneſs of 
{be K 4. the 
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e Goſpel de gloriouſly to 
triumph. And: to theſe I adde, 
that itmight be to ſhew, That God 
values ſemplicity, and integrity a- 
bove all natural perfe&ions, how 
excellent ſoever. So that there 
being ſuch ſpecral Reaſons for the 
chuſing plain men to ſet this grand 
aflair on foot in the world, it can 
be no diſparagement to the know- 
ledge of Nature, that it was not be- 
gun by | Philoſophers. And to 
counter-argue this Topick,, we may 
confider, That © 

The Patriarchs,and Holy men of 
ancient times that were moſt in the 
Divine favour, were well inſtruct- 
ed inthe knowledge of Gods Works, 
and contributed to the good of 

men by their uſeful diſcoveries,and 
inventions. . Adawm was acquaint- 
£4. With the Nature of the Cres 

a" | tures » 
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Noab a Planter of Vineyards, 
Abraham (as Grotins colle&s from 
ancient Hiſtory) a great Myſtes in 
the knowledge of the Stars : Iſaac 
proſperons in . Georgicks. Facob 
bleſſed in his Philoſophical Strata- 
gemof the ſpeckled Rods. Moſes a 
great man in all kinds of natural 
knowledge, Bezaliel, and Aholiab 
in{piced-in ArchiteGiure. Solomon 
a deep Naturaliſt, and a Compoſer 
of a voluminous Hiſtory of Plants. 
Daniel, Hananiah, Miſbael, and 
Azariab, skilled in all Learning, 
and Wiſdom ; Ten times better, 
ſaith the Text, than the Magicians, 

and Aftrologers in Nebuchaanez- 

%ar's Realm ; And co accumulate 

no more inſtances, the Phzloſophers 

of the Eft made the firſt addrelles_ 
to the Infant Saviour. > 

nol: oa wn: 425, GOMt 


CONCLUSION. 


& *Hus we fſce upon the whole, 
BK That there js no ſhadow of 
Reaſon why we ſhould diſcourage, 
or. oppoſe modeſt inquiries into the 
Works of Nature ; and whatſoever 
ignorant zeal may prompt the com- 
mon {ort to, methinks thoſe of ge- 
nerous education ſhould not be of 
ſo perverſe a frame. Eſpecially it 
becomes not any that miniſter at | 
the Altar, to do (o great a diſ- 

ſervice to Religion, as to pro- 

mote ſo unjuſt a conceit as that of ,Þþ, 


Philsſophy's being an enemy un- 


- S 
ro. If; >, - 62 ? # + 8 - 


The Philoſe oabare were the Prieſts 
among the Zpyptians, and ſeveral 


other - 


- $*: other Nations in ancient times 3 
| and there was never more need, 
.. that the Priefts ſhould be Philoſo- 
' phers, than. in ours.; For we are 
liable every day to be called out 
to make good our Foundations ae 
gainſt the Atherſt, the Saddace, and 
Enthuſuaſt ; and 'tis the Knowledge 
of God in bis Works that muſt fur- 
niſh us with ſome of the moſt pro- 
per Weapons of Defence. Hard 
names, and damning ſentences ; the 
FT. arrows of bitter words, and raging 
paſſions will. not defeat thoſe Sons 
of Anh, ; Theſe are not fit Wes- 
pons for our warfare. No, they 
muſt be met by a Reaſon inftruQ- 
'I'* <cdin the knowledge of things, and 
fonghrin their own Quarters, and 
their Army muſt be turned vpon 
themſelves ; This may be done,and | 
' theadwantogeis all ours. Webave 
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teel, and braſs for our defence ; and 
they have little elſe thantwigs, and 
bull-ruſbes for the aſſault ; we have 
Tight, and firm ground; and they 
_areloſtin ſwrok, and wiſts ; They 
tread among Bogs, and dangerous 
Fens, and reel near the Rocks, and 
Steeps. And ſhall we deſpiſe our 
advantages, and forſake them ? 
Shall we relinquiſh our ground, 
and our light, and muffle our ſelves 
up in darkneſs ? Shall we give our 
enemies the Weapons, and all the 
odds ; and ſo endeavour to inſure 
their Triamphs over us ? This is 
ſortiſbly to betray Religion, and 
ourfelves” 
- If this Diſcourſe chance to meet 


* afraid of Philoſophy, 
| or 
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| ortodeſpiſe its aids inthe concerns 
of Religion. And for thoſe, who 
never yet thought. of this part of 
Religion to glorifie God for his. 
Works, 1 wiſh it may awaken them. 
to more #ttentive conſideration of 
the wiſdow and goodneſs that is in 
them z and. ſo excite their_ pious 
acclamations, And to encourage 
them to it, I ſhall adventure to 
add, SD 
_. That it ſeems very probable, 
that much. of the matter of thoſe 
Hallelujab's and triumphant Songs, 
that (hall be the joyful enterrain- 
ment of the bleſſed, will be taken 
from the wonders of Gods Works 
| and who knows, but the contempla- 
tion of theſe, and God in them, ſhall 
make up- a good part of the im- 
ploymene of thoſe glorified Spi- 
Tits 3. who will then have incon- 
| ceivable 


Wiſdom, and Power, beyond what 
are pollible for us mortals to at- 
tain. And thoſe diſcoveries which | 
for ever they ſhall make in that 
immenſe Treaſure of Art, the Uni- 
verſe, muſt' needs fill their Souls 
every moment with pleaſant aſto- 
mihment, and. inflame their hearts 
with the ardors of the higheſt /ovr, 
and devotion, which will breathe 
forth in everlaſting thank ſoivings. 
_ And thus the ſtudy of Gads Works. 
Joyned with thoſe pious ſentiments 
they deſerve, is a kind of partis/ 
anticipationof Heaven ; And next 
after the © contemplations of his 
Word, and the wonders of his Mer- | 


ey diſcovered in our Redemption, 
tis one of the Beft, and noblef 
- Inployments ; the moſt becoming 


iſonable Creature, and ſuch a 
one, as is taught by the moſt rea- 
ſonable, and excellent Religion 1n 


the World. 
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The F riendly y greement- "" 
pred for Atheiſm. For if Reaſon 
-maſt not be heard, the Being of a; 
G OD, andthe Authority of Scri- 
pture can neither be proved, not 
ended; and ſo. our Faith dropy 
to: the ground, like a houſe Fu 
bath no foundation. Befi des, by ls 
this way, thoſe ſickly. conceits, nd + 
Emtbuftaſtick, dreams, and | v. 
DoErines, that have poyſoned out} 
Aic, and infatuated the minds iſ! 
men, and expoſed Reljgion to they 
ſcorn of Infidels;' and divided te? 
Chxrch, and diſturbed the peace of 
. mankind, and involved the Natinſs 
im; ſo; much blood, and ſo 
— .Ruineg,; Ifay hereby, all, abeſe [7 n 
- Foliee, that have been the "Jo oe 
altor): mu (chiefs, hav 
"prgn _ ay 
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| pf brrneſe and ſtrife > 
"ountain of the great 
eps of Atbeiſmr, and Panaticiſm, 
tare roken up upon us. 
And” now, to damme up this 
e of 11 chief, by repreſenting 
air agreement that is between 
ſon, and Religion, is the moſt 
nable ſervice that can be done 
th ; fince hereby, Religion 
be reſcoed from the inpious 
uſation of its being groundleſr, 
raginary : And reaſon alſo de> 
Jenaed, againſt the unjuſt charge of 
noſe, that would make this beans 
rophane, and irreli giows. 
all endeavour at this time3 
A think i it proper work for che 
af ion, now that I have an op- 
nity of ſpeaking to Ton Ke- 
t erg, d Brethren of the 
For 'tis from che Pulpit, 
; Relis 
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Reli 108, and-Reaſey, We know 
#here i is nothing jn. any matter, of 
Enquiry,. or debate. that can b 
_ liſcovered, of determined call the 
{Terms of. the Queſtion are explains 
-£8, and their Notions ſerled. _ The 
va [ of thjr, hath been the occa- 
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cannot. j- nel, he we 
' knon owledg e: and ſome Princip les 
_ there mate, chat m uſt diefl theſe 


{ men in Thoſe - ations 'of 
0. d Pritie ibles of Reli- 
| ih Ws ate of two ſores, * Ui. 
Some. ME (1.) 'F undamental, and 
Ef 


(a9 acceſſory 3 
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ands, an | without which, 
fak to the ground : & 
'F undamental Principles are 
uppoſed to the duties 
cligion, one or more; and 
b as are abſolutely neceſſary tq 
: SeKoarg of chem reſpeF}ive- 
Yy; ;- Of this ſort I mention four, 
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hat b 4 "Many private 
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| tel : Article of Faith, 
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; have ſtared 


1s meant 11 'the dif Ppute concern- 
the agreement, or diſagreement 
{Reoſon, arid Religion, And 
taſon' in this. ſenſe, is the ſame 
natural truth, which I faid is 
up of Principler, and Conclus 
ns. By the Principles of Reaſon 
ne are not to. underſtand © the 
Grounds of any.mans Philoſophy 3 

nor the Critical Rules of Sees m3 
but thoſe imbred fundamental nos 
hat God. hath implanted i in 
bur $61 Is-3 ſuch as ariſe not from 
external objefts, nor. perticular hus 
mours, . of imaginations 3 but are 
tely. lodged in our minds ; 
endent upon. other principles 
auGions 5-commanding a ſuds 
t. 35a chnowledged by 


That Gets a Bing of all pofe- | 
© Hon, 


© That nhing bath no Attribites 
' That a thing cannot be, and not be. 

That the whole is greater than 
any of its parts.” "And ſuch like | 
— which are unto Vs, what | 

nftinfls are to' other Creatures. 
Theſe I call the Principles of Rea- 
Thi  Concluſe z0ns are. thole 


er notices', 'that are inferred 
ty from theſe; and by their belp 


rip | 
from the obſervations of ſenſe; And 


| the remote # that can be conceived, 
1 ? Fa if it * e ER inferred 
from hd Prcipl of Rego, or 
__ 5. ncbof. ; Ke on, as ol e more m- 
_ 70 17, ones are Prin- 


Reeſe 


wy to. thaw next (2) That 


uplics ewo things, 41%. Thot Rea- 
# is a friend to Keligion ; and that 
ligion.is ſo to Reaſon. Fram theſe 
ults their correſpondence, 

cement. 
inwiththe FIRST : and 
| Imight eaſily ſhew the great 
Hy that there is between that 
thole Lows, that God 
ed in- our Souls ; and 
s of Religion that by the 
ſs of his written Word he 
from us; and demonſtrate 
« cpring only the two. Politives, 
Bopriſur, and the boly Excharift. 
Gees 3 is pot {0 much need © 
rie that way 3 . 
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and therefore I I ſhall cine; it to 
the Principles of Religion, which 
are called Faith, and prove that 
Reaſon mightily befrienal: theſe. 


te doth this CI.) B vin 
ſome of thoſe Ppinciples (1. 


Derendinag All. For the clear- 
ing | both theſe, you' may conſider, 


That the Principle 
of two ſorts : Either (1.) ſuch 
are preſuppoſed to Fuith 3; or ſuch 
as (2.) are formal Articles of it. 
Of the firſt ſort are'; The Being 
NA 4 Ga ; and the Antbority of the 
_-And'df the ſecond; ſuch 

Iy: declared: by Divine 


God 4 af Iocorntion 
and bt like.” 5 
© *(D)* Foy! 'the- ide they are 
: | reved. by- Re ww ; and — Reg _o- 


of by Son, 
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he foundation of all, is proved by 
eſo, the Apoſtle acknowledg- 
th, when he ſaith, That what was 
o be known of God, was manifeſt ; 
nd to the Heathen, Rom.I. XIX. 
and he adds, verſ. XX. That the in- 
yi b £ things from the Creation of 
the World, are clearly ſeen, being 
underſtood by the things that are 
made. And the Royal Plalmiſt 
Ipeaks to the like purpoſe, Plal. 
XIX. The Heavens i the Glory 
of God, and the Firmament ſbewetb 
bis bandy works. And again, Pſal. 
148." 3. Praiſe bim Sun and Moon, 
Praiſe bim ye Stars , and Light ; 
wh Cl intimates, that theſe Wor ks 
f bis afford matter to our reaſons 
for. religious acknowledgments- 
And Reaſon proves the exiſtence of 
God; from the beauty, and order, 
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| and its 38 ay efalneſ of the 
Creatares 7; for theſe are demon. 
ſtrative Arguments of the being of 
a wiſe, and oMnipotent mind , that 
hath framed all things ſo orderly, 
and exabily ; and that mind is God. 
This Article then, Reaſon proves, 
which was the firſt branch of the 
particular ; and I add, that it is 
Reaſon only that can do it ; which | 
_ wasthe other, This you will ſce 
when you confider, that chere arc 
but three things from whence the 
exiſtence of any Being can be con- 
cluded, it. Senſe, Revelation, or 
Leaſon. 
. For Senſe, it hath no more to to 
h ere but to preſent matter for our 
Reaſons to work on 3 and Revels- 
fp — poſeth the Being of a God, 
cannot prope it 3 for we can 
e noſecurity thatthe Revelation 


15 


fame « Commiſſioned 
The 2i4 ptr of his 
Dei, rt muſt precede our 
Y thi in Revelation ; + and fo cannot 
be deduced from ic. Thus Reaſon 
friet Religion by laying its cor- 


mes 
dthenext to this is the other 
ple mentioned. 
"A Divine Authority of 
This:alfo is co be pro- 
by Reoſin, and only by It: The 
great Argument for the truth of 
Scripture is the Teſtimony of the 
pirit in the Miracles wrought by 
Cbrift;. and bis 4 [nr Our Sa- 
; s C y ſelf ale th:ths F Argument 
gain credit to his Do&rines, Be- 
ve me for the works ſake The 
r that Ido bear teftimony of me 
. had not done among thens 
M 4. the 
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he) ks het. no an man tid, 
they bad had no fin, Joh. XV. 24. 
And the Apoſtles continually urge 
that great Miracle, the ReſurreGiion 
of Chrift from the dead for the 
convidion: both of the ews, and 
Gentiles, That he was the Son of 
God ; : and his Do&rines true. Now 
Miracles are ati Argument to our 
Reaſone: and we reaſon from them 
thus : Miracles are Gods Seal, and 
they are: wrought by bis Power, 
and He is true, and good; and 
would not-lend-theſe to tar || 
to. cheat 3 and: abuſe mankind. 
Therefore whoever: works real M:- 


 DoSri rine, It is to JC believed that 
Heistaught-of God, and Commiſſio- 
ned to teach us. 1: Andithat: Chrift, 
and } wa 4, * files did -tboſe things 
© recorded of : them, 1s 

| matter. 


3-and' Reaſe on 
Febis , by the 
itudes of Cir» 
we which ſhew, chat the 


| would not deceive 
d could in the main 
they had deſigned it. 
he certainty of the conveyance 
e things tox is evinced alſo 
convictive Reaſous : 
& ;the watterof fa is ſecure 3 
and that + ſuch Do&rines were 

ag "ag asare aſcribed to thoſe d:- 
I 3  and-thoſe perſons 
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ſpired that penned then, are pro- 
: » oo ſame. way : And ſoi it fol- 


m-the whole, that the 
the Word of God; and the 
Teftament is confirmed by that. 
Reaſon: proves the Divine 


of Scripture 3 :and thoſe 
other 


its from Its fizle, 


Irs influence upon. the Souls of 
men ; fromthe excellency of its de- 
3 andthe Providence of. God in 
erving it4 are of the ſame fort, || 
ugh not: ofthe ſame ftcength. 
es the Scriptures; || 


ds For that they. are 
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ved inſtances. 
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hat the Divine Attri- 
' bates are revealed in the Holy Ora- 
cles, "tis clear 3 and they are de- 
duced from Reaſon alſo ; For 'tis 
_ @ general Principle of all Mankind, 

That God 5s a Being abſolutely per- 


fe#; And hence Keaſon concludes 


all the particular Attributes of his 
| Being ; fince Wiſdom, Goodneſ?, 


,and the reſt are perfeSions, 
imply zotbing of imperfefiion, 
rdefe& 3 and therefore ought ta 
beaſcribed co the infinitely perfe& 


..(a:). That there is woral good, 


un, as well as Scripture, For theſe. 
are: Reaſons Maxims.; That every | 
ung 14 mate for an end; andeve- ||. 

ping 18 airecied to its end bycer- || 
in Nules : theſe Rules in Crea- | 


are 


- 


6, 18 Vice and Sin. 
2.) The Immortality of our 
ls is plain in Scripture, and Rea- 
proves it, by ſhewing the Sp3- 
'of our natures ; and that 
rom the nature of Senſe ; 
d our j ion of ſpiritual Be- 
Metaphyſical, and Mathematical 
ons ; From our compounding 
fetrons ; and drawing Conclu- 
m7 irom them ; From the voſt- 
[f, and quickneſs of our Imagi- 
ms; and Liberty of our Wills, 
mch are beyond the powers 
ter, and therefore argue a 
that is ſpiritual, and conle- 
immortal, which inference, 
ſopby of Spirits proves. 
al Arguments of Kee- 


goodneſ, s of God, and 
his 
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his 7 aftice | in ring owed F 
and puniſbments ; the nature of | 
virtue, and texdencies of religious Þf | 
etites, conclude, I think, firong- 
Fi: That there is a life. after this. 
Thus in ſhort of the Principles, 1 
ca led mix, which Reaſon demon: 

BU T for the othere, viz. (II. ) 


4 3 nor is ine 8 ro hs [9m ory chat 

it ſbould : For they are matters of 
#y 3 andweare no more to 
look for immediate proof from Kea- 
ſon of Oe, hings, than we are to | 1 

ect,” that  abſtraied Reaſon 5 
2 ft c r rate, That there 5h 
ew a'p place > as nw 3 or, that 
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cripture 3 and 
It demon- 


nd it is no more 
-our Reaſons, that 
ce 'thoſe Sacred 
town wxaided 
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"counted alſo; becauſe they are 
not ſagecions enough to ſee yolfe 
Yor Palate dull,” and dead, 


ſon cannot of itſelf, das 
y prove the truths of pureRevelati« 
on 3 Yerc-(1.) it demonſtrates the 
Authority of the Teſtimony 
t declares » rn ;- and that way 
even theſe Articles. If this 

 eNOAUC h, 
econd Aſſertion; (ll. ) 
all the 


this, I muſt defire 
ice, that thete are 


bk n = ) Tha it ought to- be 
, > though the manner of 
*be not knoWn : 'For inſtance, 
ifs any one dolce all ſorts of Crea- _ 
tures were in the Ark, under pre-. 

ence , that it _ is . impoſſible they 

jo1 Id be contained within ſuch a 

hace 3 He that can ſhew how this 
night 7% by a diftin& enumerati- 

n_ of the kinds of Animals, with 

we allowance for the unknown 

Spe, res, and a computation of the 
paler capacity of the Ark; he 
efends the Sacred Hiſtory the firſt 

uy ; Bur if atiother denies the 


he Punconceivableneſ 5 of the man- - 
zer, how i it was done ; this cannot , 
['ideed be defended che former way : 
ki chen ir may, by repreſenting 
at. the _ of God 1s infinites” 
He N _ and 
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| and can cally 'T af we cannot 
comprehend , (Tg it is effected; 
and that we oughc ro believe upon 
the credit of the Teſtimony ( that Þ 
being well proved to us) though 
the manner of this miraculoys per- 
formance, and ſuch others as it re- 
lates, be unknown. Andas it is in 


27 this laſt caſe, ſo it is in all the myſte- 


ries of Faith, and Keligion ; Rea- 
ſoncannot defend them indeed the 
firſt way : But then ic doth the 
- ſecond,by ſhewing, that the Divine Þ | 
Nature is infinite, and our Conce- Þþ | 
Ptions very ſballow, and finite ; that | 
"tis therefore very unreaſonable in Þ| | 
us to _indeavour to pry into thei 
- pnprebr of ble i ofa Ons: and Ly 
3 MK « Th i L por s and way s of acti Ig 1 
& the molt ordinary, and obview Fi 

_ 


c therefore muſt 
throughly to underſtand 
things of God; That God © 
2d thoſe holy M ſteries 

id that 'tis the higheſt 

n the world to believe, That 

e ſaith is true, though we do 

p bow theſe things are. 
are all conſiderations of 
n, and by the propoſal of 
h, It ſuffi, iently defends all the 
y ries, that can be proved to 
ontained in the Sacred Vo- 
3 and ſhewsthat they oughe 
ecitond ed us, though they 
rebended Thus if 

How the 

ne ator united to the Hu- 

' declare himſelf un- 

lieve che Article ell 

atisfied how ; My 


ould be in ſhort, That I 
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cannct i; od ef Ren ts | 
ſo; and Yo ought to believe the |: 
ſame, upon the credit of the Tefti- || | 
»ony, though we are both ignorant 
of the manner. And I would ſug- 
geſt, that we believe innumerable 
things upon the evidence of our 
ſenſes, whole nature, and properties 
we do not know. How the parts 
of. matter cobere ; and-how the ſoul 
is united to the body ; are queſtions 


we cannot anſwer; and yet that | j 


ſuch things are, we do not doubt : 
And why, ſaith Reaſon, ſhould we 
believe Gods revelation of 
things we cannot comprehend ; 35 
well as we do our ſenſes about 
mateers As Fi" underſtood by us ? 
MO. < l 1 be. reaſonable that we 
08 wld, anc | 4 lg A it 15 ſo, Rea- 
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'of Theſe are ſaid to be Above 
', no more 15 meant, than 
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y of” the affairs of nature are 
e it too. | 
ave ſhewn how ſervice- 

7 to Religion. Tam 


LIFE 2+ 


o 


EIN Ta Fas 


on 


offer ſome Teftimo- 


o I 


a 


om the. holy Oracles to make 


* 


| 3 and in them we ſhall 
"GOD himſelf, and 
» and his APOSTLES, 
, and acknowledge Rea- 


L * 


Wo 
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ſider then that GOD, 
$.- calls the rebellious 


"- 


to reaſou with him ; Come 


ns reaſon together, ſaith 
and by Reaſon he con- 
N 3 vinceth 


IEA a Ta Pad BORAT. co ; SS Woh : h : 
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vinceth the prpl of "xa vanity "i 
Idols, Wſa. 44. 9. And he expoſtu- 
| a with Nee | 0 Ezek. 18. 
. Whywill ye die, ye bouſe of 1- 
Grad ? ; Mich. 6. 3. O my peo- 
ple, what bhawe I done unto thee ? 
And wherein bave I wearied thee ? 
Teſti e againſt me, Heappeals un- 
to: then :Reaſons, to judge of his 
procees x4 Iſa, 5.. 3. And now, 
inbabitants of Teruſalem, and 
wen of Tudab, judge I pray you be ©; 
aween me , x and my. vineyard ; art 5 
not my, Ways equal ? and are not your | 7 
pays unequal ? In this he intimates i 7 
p the competency 'of their- Reaſons 0 4 
u "ge of. Bangs uity of bis ways, and 
_ the mniquit ve their Own. : 
 /,, And, OUR  SAYT OUR com-f + 
_..mands t; Wa LD oy ne © of the Phart l; 
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fideration from Reaſon, that the life || 
is more thaw meat, and the body than 
raiment ;\intimating that God ha- 
ving given them the greater, there 
was'no doube, but he would be- 
ſtow the /eſs, which was neceſlary 
for the preſervation of that. To 
thefe inſtances 'I add ſome few 
from the Topick 4 minori ad m- 
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+ earthly Parents, So Luke 12. 
; He argues, 'that God will pro- 
2 for Vs, becauſe he doth for 


Ravens , fi nce we are better 


Pay 


hs 4 ' WE, AO be OA Ag ry ey NH 2; P'S. . 


SUL 


PDT 96; 
py ps 


\'V 


Wage PORES cms; by 


WIDE". 5, 4 
"a \ 73,0 . 


A in ng Nanfol this Princip of 
1 ue on, that that wiſdom, and 
oodne(s which are indulgent to 
viler Creatures, will nor negleRt 
the wore excellent. He proceeds 
further in the ſame Argument 'by 
\lideration of Gods bs 
 Lillies, and makes the /tke infe- 
nce from it, Ver(. 28...If God. ſo 
wath the graſi, how much more will 
ecloath you ? And Met. 12. He 
ſons ; *p it was lawful for him 


wot on the Sabbath day, from 
general 


: due even to brute 
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ſheep, and if it fall into a pit on the 
Sabbath day, will he not lay hold of it, 
to lift it out * How much more then 
is a tan better than a ſheep ? Vetl. 
12, Thus our Saviour uſed Argu- 
. ments of Reaſon. 

And the APOSTLES did 
ſo. very frequently. S. Pax dil- 
proves Idolatrythis way , Afts 17. 


2H) 

Dif-ſpring of God, we onght not to 
think, that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or ſilver, or ſtone graven by 
Art. And the ſame Apoſtle proves 
the ReſurreF;on of the Dead by the 
mention of ſeven groſs abſurdities 
that would follow the denial of it, 


1 Cor. 1. 15... viz. IF the dead riſe 


wot , Then r. Chriſt is wot riſes 
And then 2. our Preaching 5s vain, 


|" and we falſe Apoſtles ; And if ſo, 
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23. your Faith is vain; And then 
4. you are not juſtified, but are in 
_ your ſins; And bence it will fol- 
low 5. That thoſe that are depart- 
edin the ſame Faith are periſhed ; 
And then 6. Faith in Chriſt profits 
only in this life ; And if ſo, 7. we 
are of all men the moſt miſerable, 


_ Faith; FromVerſ. 14.toverſ.19, 
And the whole Chapter contains 
Philoſophical Reaſoning cicher to 
prove, or illuſtrate the ReſurreFi- 
0M; or to ſhew the difference. of 
glorified bodies, from theſe. And 
'S. Peter, in his ſecond Epiſtle, 
_ Chap. 2. ſhews, that ſinful men 
muſt 'expe& to be puniſhed, bee 
Cauſe God . ſpared not the Angels 
that fell. Inſtances in this cale, 
© areendleſs; theſe may ſuffice. And 


- thus of the Second thing allo 
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which I brag to <6 good, 

 vizs That Religion is friendly to 
Regſon, and that appears, in that 
God himſelf, our Saviour, and bis 
Apoſtles owne it ; and uſe Argu- 
ments from ic, even in affairs of 
F aith agd abc 


Dcripture; the Rule of 
Fa, is ; pretended againſt it ; and 
[ther Conſiderations alſo : The/e 
f erefore, come next to be confide- 
red; and the dealing with thoſe 
7 retenſions was the 
, alt. dy General I propoſed Te 
l diſcuſs. 
AS for Arguments from Seri. 
p reagainſt the uſe of Reaſon, 'Tis 
; lledged(r.) F rom I Cor. LT, wher e 
£1 G | aid, ,: That God will deftroy the 
wiſdom of the wiſe, verſ. 19. And 
the worta by wiſas knew not God, 
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Cna lenge, C4 ſ, Where is the © y 
Scribe £ And the word rqeuuers, BW} 
fignifies one that was skill'd in their 
Laws, and Cuftoms. And that the 
_ Philoſophy of the Greeks is to be 
underſtood likewiſe, we have 
ground to believe from the other 
queſtion in the ſame verſe ; Where | 
is the Diſputer of this World? iſ 
Which, though ſome refer, to the | 
DoGors among the Fews alſo , yet | | 
I humbly think, ic may more pro- Þ. 
perly be underſtood of the Philo- Þ} i 
Tadees among the Grecians; For ©; 
the Apoſtle writes to Greeks, and 
their Philoſophy was notoriouſly con- 
tentious. And [oftly, that the world- 
ty Policies of the Romans are in- 
cluded alſo, in this Wiſdom of this 
Worlg, which the Apoltle vilifies, 
| thety is cauſe to think from the 
” _ Jixth werſe of the ſecond Chapter, 
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nally dife cerned, Hence the En- 
tl aſaſt argues the Univerſal ina: 


Rea; [OR in things of Reli- 
ak 3 and | its Antipathy ro rhem. 
Vie ere s I can apprehend no more 


this, viz, That ſuch kind of natu- 
ral-men as thoſe Scribes, and Di/- 


þ ut; and Politicians, having their 


wed, and prepoſſeſs 4 


with their « own wiſdom ; were 1n- 


iſp ſed ko reccive e his, that was 
IT. - And they 


TS ecauſe they. were. ſpiritual, 


and ſo. would require a mind chat 


s of a el and ſpiritual frame, 
1 that b:hd W iſdont 
things 


Kee 1: bes bh e they are ſpiri- 


. to © be. meant by the words, than 


hoſe things of 


Yoo, is cou anted fo o ut 1 alf.- & c ore 
p19. which place & | 
(3. Þ ufed as ; another Siri 
ture againſt Reaſon. The, Wiſ= 
" 0 "ibis World is fooliſhneſs with 
Wor : But it can (1 tgnifie not hing 
o chat purpoſe, to-one; that-un- 
rſtands, and confiders the Apo- 
eaning.- What is meant by 
dom' of this World here, 
ve declared already ;: And by 
? Former part of my Diſcourſe i it 
ppears, that whatever is to be un+ 
4 ood by ir, our Reaſon cannot 3 
linee"tþat either pz0ves, or De= 
Sall the Articles of Religion. . 
And when. the ſame Apo» 
22 ſewhere, UVi%. 2 Cor. 1,, 12. 
"that They bad not their con-. 
fle ly wiſdom 3 5; WE. 


k he; meant. hnmave. 
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Reef by ar? ; <vx directs us 
to live in ſemplicity, and godly fin- 
cerity, which he oppoſcth to a life 
in flefbly wiſdow, By thi there-i 
fore, no doubt, he means the Rea-Þ 
fon of our Appetites, and Paſſions, | 
"which is but ſenſe and imagination}. 
( for theſe blind guides are the di-- 
reGors of the Wicked) but not theſſ- 
Reaſon of our minds, which 1s one} 
_ of thole lights that illuminate the 
Chirfblndcer of good men, and hep” 
to guide their actions, And where-Ff 
as 'tis objeted, K 
(;) From Col. 2. 8. Beware lef D 
any ſpoil you through Philoſophy. WF 
nfwer , there is nothing can VR 
aade of that neither, for the d:/4Þ 1 
grace of Reaſon . 2 ſor the Pbiloſo- 4 
phy the Apoſtle cautions againſt, 
the ſame which he warns TimY; 
; ys df, r Tim. L; 4. Nether io b 


: 22 


ng; 3 AN« oppoſutions of Science 
alſely ſo called, 1 Tim. 6, 20. B 
Il which, learned Interpreters un- 
he pretended knowledge, 
the Gnoſticks boalted , 


* 


onſilted in the fabulous pe- 
+ of the Gods under the name 
z. and it may be the Ge- 


* 


ies of which the Jews were 


ond, and the diſputing Philoſo- 

among the Greeks, which was 

ly, Science falſely ſo called, 

| miniſter Queſtions, and 

fe ; Ifay 'tis very pro- 

e might be comprehend- 

alſo : But Reaſon is no other- 

e concerned in all :þx, but as 

lemning, and reproving thele 
follies. 
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Conliderations by whichit uſerh 
to be impupned, as, 


(1.) OUR Reaſon is CO2rit- 
pted, and therefore 5s nor fit to med- 
ale in ſpiritual matters. 

To this Ifay, That Reaſon, az it 
35 taken'for the faculty of under. 


Nanding,' is very much weakened, 
and impaired : Ic ſees but Little, and 
thar very dully , through a glaſs 
darkly, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 

. T3. And it is very liable to be 
wiſled by our ſenſes, and affedi- 
ons, and intereſts, and imaginati- 3 
ons; ſo that we many times min- |} * 
gle errors, and falſe conceits with 
the | penuihe diftates of our minds, 

_ and APPe al to them, as the Princi- | 

Td 


o 


s of Irgth, and Reaſon, when 
y. are but the vain Images of 
ar Phanſtes, or the falſe Conclu- 
ons of ignorance, and miſtake. If 
bs be meant by the corruption of 
eaſon, | grantit; and all that 
an be ioferred from it will be ; 
pat we ought not to be too bold, and 
remptory in defining ſpeculative, 
difficult matters ; eſpecially not 
ſe, that relate to Religion , nor 
. our Reaſonings againſt the De- 


wines of Faith and Revelation. 


Buc this'1s pothing tothe dilrepu- 
ation of Reaſon in the objeQ, w/%. 
Choſe Principles of Truth which 
re ' written #pon our Souls ; or 
y Concluſions that are deduced 

beſe are the ſame 
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lite: but cannot be -prrondi 
\nd as our underſtandmgs, by rea- 
ſon of their weakneſs, and liableneſs 
to error, may take falſboods for 
ſome of thoſe ; or infer falſely 
from theſt that are truly ſuch ; lo 
| 4a they dothe ſame by the 
fr 5 themſelves, viz. they 
often »ſ-interpret, and very 

| Ty perverſe conclufions 

em 5 And yee we fay not, 

That the } rupted, 
nor is the uſe 0 mn decry ed 
aken to objeQ 


of @, IM fince our natural un- 
ger} re ſo weak, and ſo 
J miſtake, they ought not tobe 

j. wr F the fairs of Religion ; and 

b: 9774 r fan "Ferle to uy that ther 


Tab That if on this 
| CCC une we muſt renounce the uſe 6 
of our natural und erſtandi0gs z 


re will be uſe us alſo 3 


BP, 


Wo 


Fs 3 


iſes ? How tell what 15 
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Bs Can 4 oe, and +5 al them 
Scripture will -ſignifie either 70- 
thing at all, or very li-tle, to us. 
And what can Religion ger this + 
way 2: This znference therefore is 
abſurd, and impions. - All that can 
juſtly be concluded 'from the 
weakneſs of our underftandings,will 
be what I intimated before, that 
we ought to uſe: them with modeſty, 
and caution 3 not that we ſhould 
. renounce them. ' He 4s a mad-man, i}. 
who, becauſe his eyes are dim, will + 
therefore put them out. [ 
But it may be objeticd fur- 

1 Cher, >»: z 

Re 3.) That ah men call Rea. 
ſon is infinitely warious, and that is 
reaſonable to-one, which is wery ir: 
_Fational ta another; Therefore Rea-f- 
| __ m x not to be heard. And, | ſay, | 
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oſt that undertake for it ; and it 


as divers of their DoArines, ſuch 
keep, and natural mortali- 

, and witer extinGion, 

jon of the wicked af- 


of 7 


ir other opinions 

ſon to maintain 

interpretation of 

that are alledged 

m.- *Fis an eqfie thing, 

we know, to give an ugly name to 
any thing we diflike ; and by this 
excellem; and ſacred 

made contempti- 
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the Concluſions that are raiſed from}} 
tbem, and the obſervations of ſenſe. | 
Now firſt Principles are certain, or 
nothing can be ſo ; for every p»/- 
| fible Concluſion muſt be drawn from 
tboſe, or by their help, and every 
Article of Faith ſuppoſeth them. 
And for the Propoſitions that arile 
from thoſe certazn Principles, they 
are certain. likewiſe 3 For nothing 
can. follow from zrath, but truth 
in the longeſt ſeries of dedufion. If 
error Creep in, there is ll conſe- 
. * quence in. the caſe. And the fort 
of Concluſtons that ariſe from the 
obſervations of ſenſe, if the ſeuſe 
be rightly circumſtantiated, and the 

_ . ipference, rightly made, are certain 
FE allo, For if our ſenſes in all their 
oo - due circumſtances deceive us, All is 
| __ Adeluſron, and we are ſure of no- 
tung : Bug we: know chat fr 


Prin- } 
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ſe iſes' do not deceive vs, becauſe 
God,” that beſtowed them upon us, 


much aſſirred that whatever WE 
duely conclude trom either of them, 
is ## certain, becauſe whatever is 
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in s ſeriſe, the Wozd of God,v4i=- 


that , which he hath written port 
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*The former is the W. ord , whereby 
he-hath ſpoken to all Mankind 5 
'the latter is that, whereby he hach 
declared his Will ro the Church, 
and his peculizr people. Reaſon is 
that Candle of the Lord, 'of which 
Solomon (peaks, Prov. 20: 27- That 


light, whereby Chriſt bath entight- 


rene, and good. And we are as 


'our minds, and hearts 3 as Scripture 
4s that, which is written 1n 4 Book. 
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, 01 cometh into the 
ohn I. 9. And, that La 
the Conſciences of the Hea- 

then either accuſe, or excuſe one ano 

ther, Rom. 2. 15. So that Hiero- 
cles {poke well, when he ſaid 
abys woldu0; x ©43 Tavrly Rr 3 To 
ſmaded by God and right Rea 

3 one and the ſame thing. And 

ed Philoſophy, within 

The Truth of 
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ons, becauſe- we have them 
ot miſtake, and 
that relying 
8.clearly perceived, 
veracity, and good- 


neſs, 


ver colty 
eradi4s 
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Iralicts Faith, is oppoſite to Rea+ 
Jon ; for "tis a fundamental Prin- 
ciple of that, That God is to be be- 
lieved. - Indeed ſometimes there 
54 ſeeming contradiction berween 
ml 5 Bue then, either ſomething 

- Bs taken for Faith, that is bur 
Pbanſee'; or ſomething for Rea- 
ſox, that is bur Sopbiſtry ; or the 


an error, 
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no Article of Revelation , or the 
Revelation hath not this ſenſe. For 
God cannot be the Author of Con- 
tradictions'; and we have ſeen that 
Reaſon, as well as Faith, is his. 

mean, the Principles of Natural 
Truth, as well as thoſe of Revelati- 


on. To 49h Taxy Sager 73 dandic ſaith 
Ari 


Irary 


{, If ewo'Rabbins differ in 
iGories, yet both have their 

oſes, and from 

J0. ; Butt we are not obliged to 
uch a-non-ſenſical kind of Faith 3 


res. - Faith, and Reaſon accord 
well as the 0/d Teftament, and 
ie New 3 and the Analogy of Rea- 
Wis to be heeded alſo, becauſe 
ver "ge 1s Divine and Sacred. 
(7.) There is nothing that 

0 yaty revealed, tooblige our _ 
th,but he hach given us rea- 

to believe that he bath re- 

ED It, For though the thing. 

ever fo clearly told me, If I. 
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ve not reaſon to think, that God 
the Revealer of what is ſo decla- 
LU, I am not bound to believe, 
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Kcept there be evidence in the 
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vw it (elf. For 'tis not Faith, 
t vain credulity to believe every 
ng that pretends to be from God. 
that we ought to ask our ſel yes 
teaſon, why we believe the Scri- 
eto be the Revelation of Gods 
I; and ought not to. aſſent to 
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any ls put upon it, till we have 
or to think, that that ſenſe is 

s mind? 1 ſay, we muſt have 
ground, either from our particular 
Reaſons , or the Autbority of the 
Church; otherwiſe our Faith 1s 
©ain credulity, and not Faith in 
(s.) A man may an er- 
x Tn ton a miſta- 
wie { Scripture, and deny 


an and what is the right 
ring of the Tert ; and yet 
not. erre inFaith., For Faith is a 
belief of God revealing: And it Wt 
:God have not ſo revealed this, or 4 
that, as to pive us certain ground 
to believe this to be bis ſenſe , he 
_ hath nor ſufficiently revealed it to 
oblige our Faith. So that, though 


. A 5g : or ſuch a ſenſe, while 


pe, it 1s not from God; 
acity, and Authority is not con- 
ned, fince I am ready howeve 
pgive a chearful aſſent to what- 
er is clearly, and ſufficiently re- 
a This Propoſition follow 
Mm the former, and muſt be un- 
erſtood only of thoſe DoRrines- 
re difficult, and obſcurely de- 
a : And that many things 
delivered. in Scripture, is 
im; For ſome are only hinted, 
poken occaſionally ; ſome fr- 
watively, and by way of Parable, 
d Allegory ; ſome according to 
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NS conceptions 3 and (ome in 

ons, and /Enigmatical Phras- 

' which obſcuritzes may occa- 
iſtake in thoſe, whoare very 
'to believe whatever God 
-and when they do, I ſhould 


h oO ſay that ſuch erre mM 
P 3 aith ; 
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F Sub'1 ;  Pwtgh theſ; ths wreſt 
plain Texts to a compliance with 
their intereſts, and their laſts, 
Though their affeSlions may bring 
their Judgments to vote with them ; 
- yet theirs 1s error in Faith with a 
witneſs ; and capable of no bene- 
fie from this Propoſition. 


tenor? = nn alter the 


the Principt 

fon, as we do other Scriptures, 
For we have ſhewn, That Reaſon is 
. another part of Gods Word. And 
though the Scripture be ſufficient 
to Its end, yet Reaſon muſt be pre- 

ſuppoſed nnco It 3 for without this, 
| Seripture''cannort be uſed, nor 
| 27, 7 nor applied, nor mcleps 
ood, 
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\(16.) Z e effentials of Re: 


e and: blind His under- 
inding. oſe Eſjentials are 
neanmed in the Decalogue and 
e Creed : Many ſpeculative re- 
ter DoQrines may be trice, but” 
t Fundamental. For 'tis not a- 
eable to the goodneſs, or juſtice 
od, that mens eternal intereſts 


LS 


hould depend upon things that 
re difficult to be underſtood, and 
eaſily miſtaken. If they did ; No 
man could be ſecure, but that, do 
What he c8uld, he ſhould periſh 
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t; nding, muſt periſh without 
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that follow from my Diſconrſe, 
and from one another. The better 
they are conſidered, the more their iN- 
force will be perceived; and I | 
think they may ſerve for many very | 
confiderable purpoſes of Religion, 
Charity, and the peace of mankind. 


ND. now give me leave ta 
"A ſpeak a word to You, my 
Brethren of-* the CLERGY, 
CT boſe, mean of the Younger fort, 
| for[ ſhall nor preſume to teach my 
Elders.) ' You have heard, no 
doubt, frequent, and earneſt decla- 
mattons againſt Reaſon, during 
_ the years of your-Education , and 
Youth, WC know, I eccives impr ef+ 
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For bc adbaritage can the ba, 
and Infidel expect greater, than 
this, Thar Reaſon is againſt Religz- 
on? What do they pretend ? What 
can they propoſe more:? If ſo, there 
- will: be no: proving, That there is 
| & God; or, That the Scripture 1s 
bis Word; and then we believe 
gratis; and our Faith hangs upon 
humonr, and: in1agination ; and that 
Religion that depends upon a warn: 
Phanfie, 'an' nngrounded belief, 

ſtands but, till a diſeaſe, or a new 
conceit. alter the Scene of imagina- 
tion. ; and then down falls the 
Coftle whoſe foundation was in the | 
Air. *'Twas the charge of Fulian 
' the Apoſtate againſt the Primitive 
| Chriſtians 5 8d wp =) airwew 13; duri- 
| es Woglas That their wiſdom was to 
| | believe; as if they had noground 
If for their Faith. Parrr thoſe that 
"—Y renounce, 
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| When othersallo hear Reaſon dil Pa- 
raged as mnncertain, various, and 
fallaciows, they deny all credit to 
their Faculties, and become con- 
founded Scepticks, that ſettle in 
nothing. This I take to have been 
one of the greateſt, and moſt dead- 
Jy occaſion of che Atheiſm of our 
ays 3 and he that hath rez<Qed 
Regeſon, may be one when be plea- 
ſeth, and cannot reprehend, or 
reduce any ore, that is ;ſo alrea- 
dy. 
. (2.) The Denial. of Reaſon in 
Religion bath been the principal Ex- 
gine,tbat Hereticks, and Entbuſtaſts 
 bawe uſed againſt the Faith ; and 
| - that which lays us open to infinite 
| Follies, and impoſiures, Thus the 
 Arrians quarrelled with tworis be- 
cauſe it was deduced: by conſe- 
ence, but not expreſſed- in Scri- 
IEEE, pture. 
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Apollinariſts would 
low of Reaſon ; And 

f rhe: Donatiſts, 

4;d calumniate, and decty 
dice againſt the Ca- 

d elſewhere;Do- 
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of mens hank uſd not be ſeen 
in too mmchb light ; and we tannot 
dreamwith our eyes open. Reaſon 
would diſcover the nakedneſs of 
Sacred Whimfſies ; and the wanity 
of myſterious non-ſenſe ;This would 
diſparage the darlings of the brain, 
and'cool the pleaſant heats of kind- 
led Imagination : And therefore 
Reaſon muſt be decryed, becauſe 
an enemy to madneſs ; and Phanſie 
ſer up, under the Notion of Faith, 
and Inſpiration. Hence men had 
pot the trick; to call every thing 
"that was Conſequent, and Reaſona- 
| ble » Vain Philoſopby 3 and every 
ing g that was Sober, Carnal Rea- 
« Religion is ſer ſo far above 
ji Re Kea | on, that at length it is put be- 
yond har J and 11th and 
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frran'is firſt to be a Brute; and to be 
2 true Believer, in this Divinity, is 
be fit for Bedlam. Men have 
taught ro put out their eyes, 
nat they might ſee ; and to hood- 
ink, themſelves, that they might 
id the Precipices. Thus have-- 
extravagancies been brought in- 
o Religion beyond the Imagina- 
tions of a Fewer, and the Conceits 
t Midzight : Whatever is phan- 
ea, 18 certain; and whatever 13 
pehement, is Sacred ; every thing 
muſt be believed, that is dream'd ; 
and every thing that is abſurd, is a 
] ery. And by this Way, men 
gn our days have been prepared to 
allow every thing, but what 1s 
er : whatever is wild, will be 
Kd in, like the Air 3 but what 
reaſonable, will be fled like b=ga ” 
I0R» 
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- Gion, $ = if actin would re- 
commend any thing, for his life, 
to thole enemies of Reaſon, it muſt 

be ſome odd- non-ſenſe, in the 


cloathing of Imagination ; and he - 


that can be the Author of a new 
kind of madneſs, ſhall lead a Party. 
Thus hath Religzon, -by. the dif. 
. paragement,of Reaſon, been made 
a medley of Phantaſtick.traſh, ſpi- 
ritualized into an beap of wapours, 
and formed into a Caftle of Clonds ; 
and expoſed to every wind of bu- 
our, and Imagination. wt Tee 
(3): By: thei ſame way: great ad- 


vantage is\givenito the: Church of 


| Rome: Which thoſe of that Pro- 
feſſion_ know; very. welt; - and 


the efore. Perronius,, z* aGoutevins ; 
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Veronins ; «SIE he World 
bi 1 a Method to overthtow Heres 
Hicks, (ricaning' thoſe of the Pro= 
teſt = Faith) which promiſed more 
tl 2an' or dinary ; 5 And that WAS, to 
deny, and renounce all Principl:s 
of Reaſon in affairs of Faith abſo- 
Intely, and roundly; ahd not to- 
youchſafe an Anſwer to any Argu< 
g nent againſt Tranſnbſtimiation, or 
any. orhec Article of their new 
Faib ; bur point-blank to deny 
L hat&ver Reaſon (aith, in ſuch mat- 
ters. ' And he arms that even 
theſe Principles of Reaſon, viz. 
EF: entis non ſunt Attributa ; at 
j y "p ; quod eft, ' quando eſt , neceſſe 2 

eſſe; 3 | and ach like which are 


( '* bole el ous to wal Catbolich Faith ; | 
| c wy heeded. This 
: "and I affir ms direfi- 


eta; 
7 #2 
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2 boldly ly, —_ the other ene- | 
wies of Reaſon imply ; bur will NF: 
 notowne. This is a Method to de- | 
ſtroy Hereticks inearneſt ; but the [+ 
| miſchief is, all Chriſtions, and all 
other Religions, and all other rea- {+ 
ſonings are cut off by the ſame}: 
Sword. This Book, and Method p 
of Veronius was kindly received | 

by the Pope, priviledged by the : 
King of. Spain, approved by Car- 


dinals Arcbbiſhops, Biſhops , 


s, and. 

all the Gallick, Clergy, as | olid, and + 
for the. advantage of Souls ; and} 
[. the Sorbone DoSors. gave it their | 
|, _ approbation, and. recommended it || 
asthe. only way co.confute Here-f 
| ticks, Did tbeſeknow what they f 
nm : we, under / nfindche Incret of : 
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mo! ir Defigns in the way, 
which they account beſt, while we 
«|. Vilifie, and diſparage Reaſon ? If 
mM. This be renounced. in matters of 
© Religion, with what face can we 
uſe it againſt the DoQtrine of Trar- 
ſubſtantiation, or any other Points 
_ of the Roman Creed © Would It 
* . Hot be blawreleſs, and irreproveable 
* forus togive up our und:rſtand- 
3 ings implicitly to the DiRtaces, and 
30. Declarations of that Church ? May 
d 
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- -we not follow blindly whatever | 
* the Infallible Man at Rome, and his 
—  Conncils, ſay ? And would it not 
© be vain ſelf-comradrfion to ule 
| Arguments againſt their Decrees , 
* though they ate never ſo anreaſon- 


6 able ? Or to alledge Conſequentes 
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8. from Scripture againſt any of their 
2 Articles, though never fo coptrary 
* to the Holy Oracles ? How cally 
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may. They jap ded? We -dipitt 
agaioſt/them! ;You argue" from 
Reaſon, arid' by Cobſiy uence};""But 

Reefpn's 1s ora and Por MAL; and an 


Ainot d'in he bi 
ha 0 hg nh 2 And what 
cali weiſey'\xexry if/ive conſent to 
uo Accuſation > Iſay,by this'way, 
e.ptrfeily: diſable, or' grolly 
contiahs 2outoſlelves in moſt of 
ous::Difpures- againſt the''Rojh4- 
" iſts. »:And'we-ar myery: ehifen pe- 
nu0u5 iexour dealings, whitewe uſe 
| Reaſon. Ig painſt them, and. deny AF. 
| urged ag4idt Steves 
by; otiber'l yo of Adverſfatics': 
_ which amplicsy tharwhett we Fay, 

' Reaſons 3s:npr rw )bethrarel, we ear, 
"Tis, not\tb(be\br2r# Jbab? £5445 
But It muſt; aptinfi'the Church 'of 
Rom; 3.0r anyothers we can oppug? 
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8 by It. Thus, I ay, our denying 
| Reaſon in Religion is either very 
' bumourſom, and. partial; or, 'tis 
- a, dire& yie/ding up. our ſelves to 
- our enemies, and:doing that our 
ſelves, which. is| the only thing 
* They deſfore, toundo us, and to pro- 
mote. their own zxtereſts upon our 
" Roines. Fe 4 1e 
{And thus, wry Brethren, I have 
repreſented ſome of the wiſehiefs, 
; that aiſe from the diſparagement | 
of Regſon ; and they ate: great ones, 
' and big of many others, and ſuch, 
-as\are deftrufiive to all Gowern- 
* ment,” and all the Intereſts: of the 
ſober;parr,of mankind: Andlhope 


TH 
, »3% & ; . 
res 9s — — — — 


Government began ; 2 this they 
inſified ftill ;- and filled their Books, 
and Pulpits, and private corners 
with theſe Cantings. Thbis was the 
Engine to overthrow all ſober 
Principles, and Eſtabliſhments ; 
with This the people were, infa- 
tugted, and credit was reconciled 
to Gibberiſb, and Folly ; Entbu- 


fraſms, and pain Impulſes, This 


- 


is the food of Conwenticles to this 
day 3 the root of their watter , and 
the burden of their Preachments. 
Let Reaſon be beard, and tye-them 
to ſenſe; and moſt of their Holders- 
forth have no more to ſay. - Their 
. ſpirituality, for which'they are ad- 
mired, is be Fes Re : on, 3nd againſt 
Tt, rather:than above it; And while 
vie Principle of the enmity be- 

2s SAT tween 


the people will think Thew the 
1 more: Spiritual Preachers, becauſe 
they are the leſs reaſonable : And 
while they are abuſed by ſuch a 
d delief, 'ewill be impoſſible for ſober 
mer "to have any ſucceſs in their 
endetyour to convince them,” © 
Theſe things I doube not bur 
you diſcern , and | know $ and 
therefore I add no more; forT am 
ſenſible to whom I ſpeak. 

But, there are'another ſort, and 
thoſe: Conformiſtr foo', who are 
wads'Divlines by the Notes they 
fortnerly- took from" thoſe Centers 
wpainft'Regfow 3 To ſuch, ſhould 
hot tel] what: to ſay, They will 
whine onh;/ and vent their Fargon 3 
tt iperfwade them to ſpeak better 
f enſe, is to defirechemto hold theic 
þ bace 3 'which of all chings they 
'* Q 4 bat e 


=O. I 


- Pats: inoſt. Bur 4 whore there are Þ 
none. of Thoſe hett 3 and I could | 

- wiſh the Govertiment would take 
"Tpe vial care 'of them; where they 
gre; For they ate the moſt dange- 
rats enemits the! Church of Eng- 
md hath 3 They keep alive = y 
Principles of Phanfie, and FaSGiorn, 
which otherwiſe would go-out of 
- themſelves. | Bur I Jet them paſs, 
2nd conclude with /a ſhort Advwice 
fo the People. 

1 HAVE in the foregoing 
Diſcenrſe ſhewn, with all the 
Plainneſs , and perſpicyity, that [ 
_ could; the fair agreement between iſ 
Reaſon, and Religion ; and the fÞ 
Piſchiefs that ariſe from the opi-| 
pion. that ſets them at odds. If 
what I: have. ſaid. be not. clear to 
your minds, * tis -becauſe-I could 
F vor oak Ip It ; Ly Swhjolle, are. not j | 
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of Art, that ſo you might appre- | 


+. Reaſon ;.. For either they know not 


U 
- 


apable of being made alike plai 

to all Capacities ; Ihave all along 
deſigned diftind® ſpeaking, and 
have (as much as I could) avoided 
mixture of Languages, and Terms 


hend that, inwhich I take you to 
be much concerned , though I 
chiefly intended the Diſcourle for 
my Reverend Brethren the Clergie, | 

who I doubt not apprehendit ful þ- 
ly. | 


What Ihave more to ſay to 
Y OUitis, That you would beware 
of thoſe Teachers that rail againſt 


what they ſay ; or have 4 defegn to 
abnſe you. Inſtead of hearkening | 
to!ſach, endeavour to be informed | 
of. the, Reaſon of your Faith, and | 
Hope : For we are fallen into times, 


jn which you will have frequent 
- | OCCA- _ 
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ou 4/ ; 54” "Fits Hope which 
Is w/ grounded will-not diſappoint 
you 3 But the exd of ſuch an Hope, 
will bethe ſatisf, __ of your de- 
res, in the day of your expeFati- 
#n55 | And the and of ch a Faith, 
Salvation of your Souls jn the 
day K. the Lord Feſus. To whom, 
rf God the Father, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Glory, 
and Adoration henceforth, and for 


EVEF. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Thought once to have annex'd 4 
brief 


\ Campanella reviv'd ; Bur I have 
conſidered, That part of former 


planſible pretences of that idle F4- 
per 3 and every Reader, for whoſe 
| good thoughts any one need be con- 
' cern'd, is able to anſwer the ather 


| linlewain things which thoſe Conſr- 


derations of mine will not reach : I 
therefore thought I might ſave my 
ſelf the trouble of particular Refle- 
Rions 3 and indeed I forbore princi- 


wn, 


| f Anſwer to Mr. Stubbe's 
late ridiculous Pamphlet, call'd 


| Diſconrſe is 9 Confutation of the moſt _ 


224. 
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ed read revived, p. 27. Ly: 
» 0. 4. for this ry, thus, 
it 7, diſquier, p. 47+ 4, 10, for me» 


towards the end of the firſt Diſ- 

"the ſecond, Idid not ſce 

were publiſht, and therefore muſt leave 
ata tothe caderscorreRions, 


3 bN ot «dh» of <f crt> ; 
| ABBEDER A aanas 
Books Printed for James Collins. 


| Prefatory Anſwer to Mr. Henry Stubbe. 

the Doctor of Warwick; whercin the 

| Malignity of his Temper, the Hypocriſie of his 

\ Pretenccs, the Falſhood of his Reports, and 

| the Impertinency of bis Arguings, and Quota- 

tions, in his Animadverſions on Plus Ultra, are 

_ difcovered,. By Foſe Glaruill, -Oftavse-. © fo 
Obſervations on Military and Political Af 
fairs : Written by the molt Honourable George 
Duke of Albemarle, Fol. 
Praxis Medicine, or the univerſal Practice of 
\ Phyſhick': Writtcu by the famous Door Braell, 

| Darto. 

The Chriſtian mans Victory over Death. A 
' Sermon at the Funcral of the molt Honourable 
George Duke of Albemarle. By Seth Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum. Preached and publiſhed by the 


Kings ſpecial Command, Quarto. — 
| _ A private Conference made publick, between 
' & rich Alderman and a poor Country Vicar-z 

whercin is diſcourſed the Obligation of Oaths 
| which have been” impoſed on the Subjects of 
' England, with other matters rclating to the pre> 

lent ſtate of Aﬀairs, Oftaves 


